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CHILD SAFE STANDARDS

Ballarat Grammar is committed to zero tolerance of child abuse. All The protection of all children is in accordance with any applicable
staff and members of our community have a duty of care to protect State and Commonwealth laws and staff are advised of their
the safety, health and wellbeing of children in their care. obligations under those laws. For more information, please see the

“Student Safe Standards for Parents” document which can be found

As a school with a diverse population, this includes students with a .
on the Parent section of NEXUS.

disability, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children and children
from culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds.
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Welcome to Ballarat Grammar, a school
that celebrates the journey of children
becoming fine young people.

Our focus is on the development of the whole child. We support
students to develop a genuine belief in service just as much as we
nurture them to achieve outstanding academic results that create
opportunities in the future.

Itis no secret that happy, balanced children thrive at school and in
life. We provide the broadest range of opportunities to allow your
children to develop, articulate and live up to a set of beliefs that will
serve them invaluably in the future.

Grammar is renowned for its wellbeing program, equipping our
students with the skills and decision-making abilities to make the
most of life’s opportunities and show resilience in the face of future
challenges. Our dedicated teachers, coaches and team of support
staff are deeply committed to your children’s progress and will work
closely with you to support them to thrive.

We recognise the powerful combination of learning both in and
beyond the classroom. Developing tenacity through conquering an
outdoor challenge, mastering an algebraic equation and teaching
reading skills to younger disadvantaged children sit equally amongst
our understanding of priorities in developing good, successful young
people. Our students will live, work in, trade with and experience a
greater variety of different cultures than any previous generation.

We prepare students for a life of international connection, partly
through our through our membership of the Round Square
organisation, which partners our school with 200 others globally
through exchange programs, student conferences and service
projects.

If change is, indeed, the new constant, then the ability to adapt and
transform in new situations is ever more important. Our innovative
focus at Grammar nurtures creativity, through a strong arts program,
as well as every learning experience. This focus instils in students a
curiosity to look for solutions beyond the conventional.

Whilst we enjoy first class educational facilities and spacious
campuses, the heart of Ballarat Grammar is our community. You

will not find people more passionate or committed to creating the best
possible learning environment and future opportunities for our
students, as well as a strong sense of belonging for students and their
families.

Mr Adam Heath
Headmaster
headmaster@bgs.vic.edu.au
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MIDDLE SCHOOL: YEARS 7-9

“The Middle School provides each child
with a world of opportunity; both in
the classroom and beyond, as we look
to build on the skills students have
developed throughout primary school
and ensure they are well prepared for
VCE and adult life”.

In the Middle School, the opportunities for students are broad; we
will work with parents and students to ensure students find their
passion and pursue it. We want each child to live a fulfilling life
and they will develop the skills necessary to do this in the Middle
School, supported by teachers who are passionate and have their
wellbeing front of mind.

As in the rest of the school, the learning journey extends well
beyond the classroom. Relationships are central to all our actions
and we look to assist those who are less fortunate whenever and
wherever possible. The Round Square IDEALS form the basis of our
growing global connections and Ballarat Grammar Middle School
students have the opportunity to reach out and begin to shape
their world.

|
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The Middle School enables us to provide students with targeted
support that is developmentally appropriate, and we can focus

on ensuring their learning is engaging, meaningful and provides
challenge through problem-based tasks. They will be supported by
Homeroom teachers in Years 7 and 8 and a House mentor in Year

9. These strong pastoral systems ensure each student flourishes
and grows to reach their potential.

Ballarat Grammar is a thriving community and the Middle School
is a place of engagement where students develop key skills

and identify and pursue their passions. In the Middle School

we celebrate Grammar traditions and provide a world class
educational experience for learners now and into the future.

Ms Hannah Wise
Head of Middle School
HeadofMS@bgs.vic.edu.au
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SENIOR SCHOOL: YEARS 10-12

Welcome to life in the Senior School of Ballarat Grammar. Here
you’ll find a community of relationships and opportunities just
waiting for your engagement.

“Life in the senior years of a Grammar
education is focused on developing
independent learners who are striving
to fulfil their academic potential. They
build upon a broad base of knowledge
gained in the middle years and find their
passions to hone their skills”.

Our VCE offerings are diverse and students are encouraged

to plan a sequence of subject selections that appeal to their
interests. We know from experience that students who study
subjects they enjoy, actually do better than if they study complex
subjects that are not for them. Our staff work tirelessly to assist
our students to choose a program that they will not only enjoy,
but that will create possibilities for life after Senior School.

We bring the IDEALS of Round Square to life. Internationalism,
Democracy, Environment, Adventure, Leadership and Service

are owned and enacted by students in a myriad of ways including
exchanges and International conferences, service and cultural trips.

Working towards more leadership opportunities, engaging in
activities initiated and learning to find a healthy balance of
activity, diet and rest are all essential ingredients to a successful
Grammar education. Most importantly, we know the benefit of
service to our wellbeing and all students are encouraged

to embrace the opportunities or create their own. Giving of
oneself to support those in need is the most powerful life

lesson we can give our young people and Grammar students
embrace this en masse.

Connection to the House is important in the development of key
relationships. Each student belongs to a Homeroom or House
mentor group in their year level where their pastoral care is
monitored and strengthened. Parents liaise with the Head of
House and Mentor (Year 9) or the Pastoral Care Co-ordinator
and Homeroom teacher (Years 7 and 8) to ensure not only that
students’ academic work is on track, but also that they are
managing themselves in an ever-demanding environment.

What stands a Grammar education apart, is the real focus on
breadth of opportunities to develop individual strengths. We are
a community that promotes engagement and accomplishment
by providing chances to thrive by enabling students to find and
immerse themselves in their passions.

Mrs Brianne Cuthbert
Head of Senior School
Head.SS@bgs.vic.edu.au
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SCHOOL HISTORY

The present School was originally two - Queen’s Church of
England Girls” Grammar School and the Ballarat Church of England
Grammar School for boys.

In 1876, the girls’ School was named Queen’s College for Young
Ladies with classes commencing in 1877. The Principal was Mrs
Matilda Dixie. The building was in Dana Street. In 1890, when
owned and operated by Misses Hayhoe and Larritt, it was
accommodated in Queen’s Mansions in Mair Street. In 1918, the
School moved to 1200 Mair Street and ownership was transferred
to the Diocese of Ballarat. The School became the Church of
England Girls’ Grammar School. Classrooms and an Assembly Hall
were opened in 1935; Queen’s was re-incorporated in the name
of the School. A Junior School was opened in 1953 and science
laboratories and classrooms were completed in 1968. With the
decision to combine the two Schools, the Queen’s buildings were
sold to the Roman Catholic Church, and now form part of St.
John of God Hospital and Aquinas Campus of the Australian
Catholic University.

The boys’ School was opened on 14 February, 1911, with 38
students. The staff consisted of Dr PA Robin, Mr HL Rintel, Mr GE
Phillips and Miss J Bell. A year later, the first Chapel was brought
from Jerusalem, an old mining centre near Creswick. Soon too
small, it was replaced by the Allendale Church in 1919. This second
chapel, the Chapel of St Mark, was dedicated in March, 1921.

A fine assembly hall, Manifold Memorial Hall, along with a new
senior wing, opened in 1924. The next major building addition,

the 0ld Boys’ Memorial Junior School (now part of Larritt House),
was opened in 1959. The very successful 1961Jubilee Memorial
Building Fund Appeal enabled the construction of the handsome
Memorial Dining Hall, a memorial to the first two Headmasters,

Dr Robin and Mr EV Butler, and school chaplain, the Reverend

ASM Macpherson, opened in April, 1963. The ground floor of the
Kinsman Wing and the McCartney Memorial Gymnasium followed
in 1964. North Wing extensions to the original building and Science
laboratories were completed in 1965. A new Junior School, ready
for 1966, was followed closely by the first floor of the Kinsman
Wing, ready for the 1968 school year.



The amalgamation of the two Schools on the Wendouree site

by 1973 necessitated building expansion. The Cleaver Wing, a
large comfortable area with common room and classrooms, was
created for senior students. Woodbridge House for girl boarders
opened in 1974 and Manifold Hall was converted into the Chapel of
St. Mark in 1975.

In 1979, the House system was introduced in the Senior School to
provide improved pastoral care for students in Years 7 to 12.

The new Preparatory/Junior School opened in 1980. A major
building, incorporating excellent facilities, the Queen’s Wing,
opened in1988. The Beckworth Centre for the Arts was completed
in 1991, the Old Grammarians’ Sports Pavilion in 1993, and in 1994
the JE Miller Science Centre was opened. The completion of the
RG Bath Swimming Centre, converting the original pool to an
indoor facility, occurred in 1995.

One of the most significant developments in the School’s history
was the School’s 1996 acceptance for membership of the Round
Square, a unique international organisation of around 180 schools
in fifty countries with philosophies allied to that of Dr Kurt Hahn,
founding Headmaster of Gordonstoun School and originator of
Outward Bound.

In 1998 the School purchased the Wendouree Municipal Hall and
opened the two storey girls’ boarding accommodation, now part
of Larritt House. The Early Learning Centre opened in 1999 and the
new Wigan House for boy boarders was constructed. A large new
boarding facility for girls, Hayhoe House, was built in 2000.

In 2001, an exciting program, developed specifically for our Year

9 students, began. The Heinz Centre, with strong emphasis on
environmental sustainability, was erected north of the Pavilion
and, in Melbourne’s CBD, City Cite, where all Year 9 students spend
three weeks, was opened.

Carn Brae |, providing classrooms for Years 5 and 6, and the
Carolyn Blackman Library, were important additions to the Junior
School in 2002.

The completion of the Wendouree Centre for Performing Arts in
2006 was a major milestone. This state-of-the art facility is in
constant use by the School and the community.

Further expansion of the Junior School was accommodated in
Carn Brae Il, opened in 2008.

The Grammar Foundation acquired the Mt Rowan Campus in
20089. It continues as an excellent farm base for students of
Agriculture/Horticulture.

The Centennial Building was completed in two stages,
commencing in 2010. Stage | was opened in 2011 and Stage
I1in 2013. The Rintel Centre was opened in 2011 and the
redevelopment of the Memorial Gate was completed as was
the refurbishment of the Chapel of St Mark. The Centre for
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Early Education (CEEd), built on the Norman Street frontage,
commenced operation in 2012.

The School celebrated the 2014 U.N. World Environment Day by
opening the doors of the new Agricultural and Environmental
Learning Centre at Mount Rowan, on the northern fringe of
Ballarat. Half way through 2014, the Year 4s moved to their new
classrooms at Mount Rowan to commence a program of learning,
which embraces the creative opportunities and potential of
outdoor learning landscapes. In late 2015, in recognition of 21
years of dedicated service to the School by Stephen and Susan
Higgs, the Board declared that the facility was to be named the
Stephen and Sue Higgs Centre and this was officially opened

in 2016.

Work commenced in 2014 on the construction of an all-weather
surface facility just north of the Rintel Centre, named the John
Vernon Field, after Old Grammarian (1947), Olympian and past
parent. This facility was officially opened in 2016. This is a superb
activity space for nine sports: hockey, basketball and netball (five
courts), tennis (eight courts), athletics with a running track, jump
pits and throwing zone, cricket and golf practice, softball and
junior soccer. As well, it provides for physical education lessons,
and play spaces for Junior School and CEEd students.

2016 and 2017 saw a large scale refurbishment on the Science
wing as well as the Heinz Centre which also had three new
classrooms added. Classrooms in the Junior School were
refurbished and modernised, and Larritt House (for Junior
female boarders) was extended and refurbished.

2018 saw the launch of the Middle School for students in Years
7-9. The Middle School provides students with the opportunity

to explore their place in the world, develop new skills and

take on leadership opportunities within a safe and supported
environment. The learning in the classroom has a strong focus on
numeracy and literacy but extends well beyond the classroom to
the series of Outdoor Educational experiences that form

an important part of the challenge that is embedded within

our curriculum

In 2019 much work has gone into the next Master Plan which

will see the School’s facilities continue to grow. Refurbishment
of classrooms and the Systems and Design rooms has been
undertaken. A mezzanine training space and meeting space was
completed in the John Ross Perrier Watersports Centre.

In 2020 a welcoming Junior School reception area was completed
with new rooms for specialist meetings, a large area for Junior
School Dance and Drama and After School Care Program, as well
as a staff area for Junior School staff.

In 2022 the 5/6 Centre was completed, providing wonderful
learning spaces for our students in Years 5 and 6. The Tunbridge
Oval was also completely renovated, thanks to the wonderful
support of the Beckworth Trust.
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VISION & MISSION

OUR VISION

Ballarat and Queen’s Anglican Grammar School fosters the pursuit of
excellence by providing its students with a broad liberal education of
the highest quality, in the Anglican tradition.

OUR MISSION

Ballarat Grammar aims to empower its students with:

understanding of, and learning from, Christian faith
and Christian spirituality.

academic confidence, and a passion for learning.

an understanding of the obligations of community both
local, and international.

social competence, and the capacity for leadership.

a desire for involvement in the arts, sports and
co-curricular activities.

good physical and emotional health.

The School aims to give parents the assurance that their
young people are:

being properly valued and protected.

being appropriately challenged and extended.

The School aims to provide for staff:
a safe, supportive and challenging professional environment.
strategic professional development and career promotion.
advanced facilities and teaching technologies

The School expects of staff:

the highest professional standards and a commitment to
professional growth.

personal and professional conduct which reflects the
values of the School.

The activities of the School are carried out through a partnership
involving students, staff and parents, in a happy and nurturing
community which embraces diversity and change. More detail on the
expectations of this partnership can be found in the Parents’ Charter,
on the Parent section of NEXUS.
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THE ESSENCE OF GRAMMAR

This describes who we are, what we value and what we strive for.
The ‘Essence of Grammar’ is the foundation that underpins our
approach to all aspects of learning and growth.

We look to a positive future from a proud tradition.
Our relationships are based on warmth, respect
and trust.

We’re passionate about learning in all areas of our
lives. We strive for academic excellence, knowing
that it takes hard work over a long period of time.

Beyond the classroom, we love exploring new
learning opportunities while continuing to extend
ourselves in areas that are already familiar. We’re
developing the confidence to take risks with our
learning and the skills to bounce back when things
don’t go as well as we’d like.

We welcome people from many backgrounds and
look out for each other because that’s what makes
our community strong.

In working together for a better world, we believe
that helping others through service enriches our
lives. And we’re always looking for opportunities to
actively engage with the natural environment.

In all that we do, we draw on the Anglican values of
openness and inclusivity to help us look for ways to
find meaning and fulfilment so that we can be our
best selves in every part of our lives.
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BALLARAT GRAMMAR VALUES

With its Christian ethos and heritage of liberal education, the School promotes the following values in all of its
endeavours;

1. INTEGRITY
We act morally and ethically, seeking the truth and treating others with consideration and respect.

2. ASPIRATION
We pursue excellence, in learning and in life.

3. COURAGE
We seek justice and the common good, leading with humility and persevering in adversity.

4. COMPASSION
We show kindness and embrace diversity, committing to global awareness and understanding.

5. RESPONSIBILITY
We take responsibility for our actions, serving our communities and acting as stewards of the environment.

6. HOPE
We share times of joy and live with hope in life’s challenges, ever grateful for the richness of human experience.



“From those to whom much is given,
will much be required.”

- Luke12:48
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HOMEROOM & HOUSE SYSTEM

The goal of the Pastoral Care systemis to put a safety net
around each student and provide the support and environment
for each student to thrive. In Years 7 and 8 students are
supported by a Homeroom teacher and the Year 7 or 8 Pastoral
Care Co-ordinator. The Homeroom teacher is the point of
contact throughout the day for students and for parents when
contacting the School regarding their child. Students are also
part of a House from Year 7 and remain in this House throughout
their time at Ballarat Grammar.

The House system provides their pastoral care from Year 9
onwards when they will join a House mentor group. The House
system is divided into fifteen Houses: Beckworth. Butler,
Cuthbert, Dart, Hayhoe, Krome, Larritt, Macpherson, Manifold,
Nevett, Queen's, Robin, Smith, Wigan and Woodbridge, all named
after people who have meant a great deal to the School.

Mr. E.M. Butler headed the boys’ School from 1919 to 1937 and
Butler House is named in his honour.

An untiring and devoted patron of Queen’s for very many years
was Mrs. Cuthbert. A House at Queen’s had been named in her
honour and our House system carried on that fine tradition with
Cuthbert House.

Dart House is named after Mr. G.F.J. Dart, who died in 1978. He
was Headmaster from 1942 until 1970.

Hayhoe House commemorates Miss Sarah Hayhoe, a joint
Principal of Queen’s from 1889 - 1918.

Miss Victoria Krome was a Headmistress of Queen’s for seven
years until 1942, when she became Head of The Hermitage in
Geelong. Krome House is dedicated to her influence on her girls.
The junior girls’ boarding house, Larritt House is named after
Miss Esther Larritt, the other Head of Queen’s during that time.

The Reverend A.S.M. Macpherson was School Chaplain during
those same years. Macpherson House continues in his tradition of
“guide, comforter and friend”. Manifold House was named after
William and Edward Manifold, whose family had a long association
with Ballarat and Geelong Grammar Schools, and whose
generosity aided independent education in Victoria.

Mr. J.D. Nevett, an Old Boy, coached the rowers for many

years. He had been cox of the first crew in 1935. Nevett House
remembers him. Dr. P.A. Robin was the first Headmaster of Ballarat
Church of England Grammar School, taking up his position in
February of 1911. Robin House perpetuates his memory.

Smith House, begun in 1996, is named after recent headmaster
Mr Barry Smith. Wigan House is named to honour Miss L.M. Wigan,
who was Matron of the School from 1917 to 1925. Woodbridge
House is named after the much-loved Miss E.W. Woodbridge, a
former Headmistress of Queen’s.

In 2022, two new houses were launched, Beckworth House and
Queen's House. Queen's was once part of the title of the Girls'
School until 1902, and to preserve its significance, a separate
Queen's House was established in 1927, competing alongside
other houses until 1972. Beckworth is named after the generous
donor Clive Cleaver's original property, representing the School's
gratitude for the positive impact of the Beckworth Trust.
Through funding projects and supporting families in need, this
name symbolises the strengthening of the School community
and its commitment to enriching students’ lives.




THE R.E. OLSTON HOUSE CUP

The R.E. Olston House Cup was created in 2010 to further develop
the School and House spirit within the Grammar community.
Instigated by the Guardians and named after long-standing staff
member Rob Olston, who was the epitome of Grammar spirit, the
Cup is presented at Final Assembly.

The House Cup recognises the joint success of brother/sister
houses overall performance at the highest level across the
categories of; Sport, Community Service, Public Speaking,

Debating and the Arts.

HOUSE COLOURS

The distinctive colours of the sibling combinations of House are:

BUTLER

Green and gold
ROBIN

Maroon and gold
SMITH

Cyan and black
DART

Red, white and navy
NEVETT

Light blue and maroon
WIGAN

Dark blue and gold
LARRITT

Dark blue and white

KROME
Green and gold

CUTHBERT
Purple and crimson

MANIFOLD
Navy blue and gold

WOODBRIDGE
Light blue, maroon and dark blue

BECKWORTH AND QUEEN'S
Lavender, yellow, blue, teal and black

MACPHERSON
Red and white

HAYHOE
Green and blue
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All students in the Middle and Senior Schools are connected to

a House and have a Mentor from Year 9 to Year 12. Year 7 and 8
students are supported by a Homeroom Teacher, and Pastoral
Care Co-ordinator whilst still developing strong links with their
House. The Pastoral Care system relies on these bonds to extend
the understanding of how we flourish and thrive in a community
such as Grammar. It also ensures that all students are equipped
to engage and support those around them.

Heads of Houses and House Mentors (for Year 9) and the Pastoral
Care Co-ordinator and Homeroom teachers (for Years 7 and 8) are
available and should be the first port of call to discuss any issues
with students and parents. Tutorials and Homeroom meetings
offer the individual student long-term connection with a small
group of peer students and a significant adult. Homeroom and
House activities are social, sporting and service orientated, but
are essentially focused on the personal development of our boys
and girls in a supportive and at times, challenging environment.

Fostering leadership is one of the goals of the Homeroom and
House system, but above all, the Homerooms and Houses hope
to provide a positive, diverse and welcoming environment for all
students, outside the classroom.

Enquiries about all aspects of the School are welcome and staff
are willing to discuss such matters out of school hours when
necessary. Contact details are in Student Planners, or telephone
the general school number; (03) 5338 0700.
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WELLBEING

Wellbeing is at the heart of ever thing we do at Ballarat Grammar
and every student is supported to flourish and thrive.

Wellbeing is ingrained in our culture as part of our teaching

and learning framework. The skills and mindsets that promote
wellbeing are taught explicitly within our Positive Education
program. Care takes place informally across the School as well as
within an excellent network of structured support to meet the
needs of each student’s physical, spiritual, social, mental and
emotional health.Student wellbeing is built around the concept
of connectedness through the Homeroom, House System and
Mentor Groups.

POSITIVE EDUCATION

The focus on Wellbeing at Ballarat Grammar is based around the
principles of Positive Psychology. The Pastoral Care framework
enables the application of wellbeing principles to understand
positive emotions such as joy, optimism and contentment;
however, in everything we do, wellbeing is at the core. The School
is focused on fostering the conditions that allow individuals,
groups and organisations to flourish and thrive by:

Promoting academic tenacity and persistence.

Developing an understanding of character strengths and using
these to solve problems,

Encouraging realistic optimism and resilience,
Building positive relationships through positive communication,
Developing leadership skills,

Encouraging expressions of appreciation and gratitude and a
growth mindset

Developing an appreciation of the power of stillness and
mindfulness, and

Developing skills to achieve a meaningful life.

We strive for a positive state of wellbeing is what we strive for. We
draw on evidence for our programs from the science of Positive
Psychology and Positive Education is how we teach it to our students,
through our House system.

Each year level works with a theme to develop explicit links with the
teaching of Positive Psychology.

Year7 Relationships
Year 8 Respect

Year 9 Resourcefulness
Year 10 Resilience

Year 11 Responsibility
Year 12 Resolve

Pastoral Care takes place within daily morning meeting times
before recess and during set tutorial and homeroom times,
once a week. In addition, students will attend House meetings
and Chapel each week.

For students seeking more specialised support:

= The Inclusive Education Team provides remediation, gifted
education and oversight and organisation of Special Provision
and in some cases, individual integration aids.

= School psychologist - available for appointments at school.
Counselling is offered to, and can be initiated by, students
themselves, their parents or a staff member.

= Health Centre - trained nurses.

The School’s Harassment Policy is also integral to the provision of
Pastoral Care and all students are required to sign this policy at
the beginning of each year.

A Students At Risk (SAR) team, comprising of senior staff, meets
once a fortnight to track students who are considered either at
risk or potentially so. Pastoral Care Co-ordinators and Homeroom
teachers take on the role of “case managers” of these students
as well as SAR members who look after those students at greater
risk.

The Deputy Head Senior School - Wellbeing and Pastoral Care, and
the Assistant Head Middle School - Wellbeing and Pastoral Care,
along with the Director of Care are responsible for the provision of
Pastoral Care within the School.



LEARNING
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IN THE MIDDLE SCHOOL

MIDDLE SCHOOL PHILOSOPHY

The Ballarat Grammar Middle School recognises the diverse and
individual needs of each adolescent learner as they explore

their personal identity and place in the world, and provides a
supportive environment for cognitive, social, emotional, spiritual
and physical growth.

As 21st Century learners, our students live in a dynamic era of
innovation and change where enterprise skills will be essential in
enabling them to engage in a complex world, both now and in their
future lives.

The Middle School aims to develop transferable skills, which
include problem solving, critical thinking, creativity, collaboration,
digital literacy and communication.

In doing this we hope to prepare our Middle School students
to enter future workplaces and become citizens who actively
participatein, and care about their community and world.

Ballarat Grammar Middle School:

Fosters deep, positive and supportive relationships for
students with both peers and adults

Focuses on the learning process

» Engages and challenges learners through meaningful,
authentic and relevant inquiries.

STUDENT-PARENT-TEACHER RELATIONSHIP

We know that open communication and building a positive three-way
partnership are critical to support our students at this important
stage in their development. At Year 7 and throughout Middle School,
there are a number of excellent opportunities for parents to come
together at the School to meet teachers and other families. There is
also a strong Middle School parent group who arrange activities and
events for parents so they can connect. We welcome parental
involvement in a range of events and activities throughout the year
and look to ensure that the whole family are connected to the School
and involved in their child’s education.

TECHNOLOGY

We seek to provide the best tools for our students and all students are
issued with a touch screen laptop they can use as a standard laptop or
as a touch screen tablet. Our students and teachers love the flexibility
that these devices offer, which means they can be used in innovative
ways across all subjects.

Digital Technology is taught as a core subject in Years 7 and 8. The
hands-on skills that students learn filter into other curriculum areas,
encouraging the innovative use of technology across the curriculum.

TRANSITION AND CONSOLIDATION - YEARS 7 AND 8

Students attending Grammar come from diverse backgrounds

and cultures and we look to ensure that students settle in to our
community as quickly and as comfortably as possible. Students
join us from big and small primary schools in Ballarat and surrounds
as well as from rural and farming communities throughout Victoria,
Southern NSW and further afield. We also have a strong connection
with Indigenous Communities in the Kimberley as well as students
from across the world.

The first few days and weeks are all important. Some students

will approach these tentatively and others more confidently. We
have a team of House staff, Homeroom teachers and Pastoral Care
Co-ordinators supported by Year 12 student mentors who create a
network of care that begins as soon as a new student walks onto our
campus.

We know that if our students feel happy and supported when they’re
at school they will have the best chance of learning effectively and
this begins from Day 1.

Wellbeing underpins our whole teaching and learning framework;
every interaction and everything we do at Grammar. We constantly
cross-check student wellbeing and academic progress against the
PERMA Model of Wellbeing and we teach themes explicitly through our
Positive Education Program. At Year 7 (Transition) our specific focus
is on helping students to develop positive relationships throughout
the School community. At Year 8 (Consolidation) our focus is on
helping students to develop respect for themselves, their community
and the bigger world.

Relationships are vital in establishing a sense of connection and
belonging and, coupled with meaning and accomplishment, are the
hallmarks of wellbeing. We know that with the security of positive
relationships students are happier and more confident which helps
them take measured risks and extend their learning.
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LEARNING IN YEAR 7 AND 8

In the Middle School, we focus intently on literacy and numeracy Aside from our acute focus on literacy, numeracy and learning

as the foundation stones of learning. We are also instilling learning skills, we look to engage students in a broad-based curriculum.
skills that students will use throughout their life. Skills such as

Communication, Creativity, Critical Thinking and Collaboration.

CORE SUBJECTS YEARS 7 AND 8
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YEAR 7 - INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC PROGRAM

Additionally in Year 7, each student will select and learn to play an
instrument they haven’t played before as part of our Instrumental
Music Program. (IMP)



YEAR 8 ELECTIVES

From Year 8, students can choose two subjects from an
exciting list of electives (one per semester):

AG IN THE REAL WORLD | Explore the subject of Agricultural

Science.

IT'S LIT | Explore arange of literary forms and genres, including
poetry, verse novels, short stories and plays. Students will be
introduced to close-reading practices, discussion-based learning and
developing a writing folio of creative responses.

CODE BREAKING | This elective offers students insight into
modern computer science by combining principles in mathematics
with computer programming, which will allow them to design unique
encryption keys, secret ciphers, and messages.

GERMAN FOR GLOBAL CITIZENS | Learn about the German-

speaking world and discover the educational, cultural and commercial
links and opportunities that exist between Australia and Germany.
Students will research, profile and present a German initiative or
organisation of choice that fits under one or more of the Round Square
IDEALS.

MEDIA HEAD | Explore the nature of contemporary media
platforms and consider their impact on public and political opinion.
Ultimately students will then make use of a particular media platform
to promote change in the world.

TAKE THE STAGE | biscover the elements of dance, drama and
music and explore how they can be manipulated to express mood,
emotion and narrative. Students will concentrate on the discipline
that most interests them.

STEM | Explore the exciting world of Science, Technology,

Engineering and Mathematics.
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INOV8 | Develop a major piece of work of your choice including
planning, researching, discussion with experts, personal reflection,
construction and implementation to produce a final product

or presentation. Students may choose to build, wire, programme,
inform, protest or organise something that you are passionate about.

FOOD, GLORIOUS FOOD | Food Science involves the

examination of the physical nature and chemical composition

of foods and the study of how and why foods behave differently
under varying processing conditions. Itincorporates aspects of
microbiology, biology, chemistry, engineering, and biotechnology.

VIRTUAL REALITY | VRis no longer an emerging technology.
Today, we can use software to create virtual environments for
games, TV, and films. In this subject, you will learn the basic
components of VR using Blender 2.80, a powerful animation tool.
Using its features, you will be able to make a wide-range of digital
products that look and feel professional and can be used across a
variety of situations.

THE COSMOS AND ROCKETRY | Explore the juncture of
science, mathematics, design, and ICT, allowing students to develop
cross-disciplinary skills vital to being informed and active 21st-
century citizens. Yes, IT IS rocket science!

SPORTS EDUCATION | Expands students’ sporting literacy and
knowledge through the design, implementation and leading of a
sporting event or series of sporting events that engage students in
our community.

Please note: Subjects will progress depending on level of student
interest, and offerings may change from year to year.
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LEARNING

IN YEAR

9

EXTENSION & EXPLORATION

The Ballarat Grammar Year 9 experience is based in the iconic Heinz
Centre, initially built in 2001 to create a unique and independent
environment to facilitate Year 9 students’ growth and development
in this crucial year. The building was designed to encapsulate modern
sustainable housing principles, and today the grounds are home to

a variety of native plants and animals, as well as being used to grow
produce for educational enterprises utilising the concept of ‘paddock
to plate’.

The atmosphere in this setting is one of inclusion, growth and
development. Students are encouraged to collaborate and
communicate effectively with their peers and teachers, in order to
develop strong relationships that help to support them as they take
responsibility and ownership of their learning.

Pastoral care is an incredibly important aspect of our program.
We have developed a strong web of support through students’
connections with their House mentors and subject teachers. The
Mentor Program encourages a strong tie to the House system and
ensures students have a consistent relationship with a mentor as
they move through the remaining years of their schooling.

The Global Connections curriculum is framed using the Australian
curriculum and challenges students by exploring questions of
personal and social significance and making authentic connections
between disciplines and with the world. There is a keen focus on the
explicit teaching of essential Literacy, Numeracy and Scientific skills
which are essential to students’ development and understanding of
key concepts and vital to help support them in their future success.
Global Connections aims to develop a passion for learning whilst
providing students with the skills needed to thrive as 21st Century
learners.

Students benefit from a focus on skill development and effective
applications of new technologies, promoting the 4 C’s of Critical
Thinking, Creativity, Communication and Collaboration; as well as
problem solving, inquiry, resourcefulness, research and reflection.
Students are given a large variety of experiential learning
opportunities, both curricula and co-curricula based, including the
Teen Inquiry Project where students develop and present prototypes
of possible solutions to issues that are significant to their everyday
lives, to local businesses and other organisations.

Year 9 is about giving students the opportunity to challenge
themselvesin arange of environments, enabling them to learn through
hands-on experiences that help them to develop skills for life.

Throughout the year students partake in a rock climbing and abseiling
camp in the Grampians and Mt Arapiles. Set in one of Victoria’s

most breathtaking settings, students learn to appreciate their
environment and the challenges that it offers.

During Term 4, students attend our City Cite campus on Flinders
Streetin Melbourne. Here students develop a new level of
independence, maturity, confidence, resilience and collaboration as
they work together to answer their self-selected question of social
significance. This style of project-based learning gives students
control and power over their own learning to create authentic
connections. Throughout they are exposed to a large array of
resources and experiences that Melbourne has to offer, including
places of cultural, religious, economic and administrative significance
such as the Parliament of Victoria, the Melbourne Magistrates’ Court
and the National Gallery of Victoria.

We believe in order to best prepare students for their remaining years
at Ballarat Grammar and their futures, students are actively engaged
and challenged by their learning experiences, which transcend
traditional subject boundaries in order to develop knowledge and
skills essential for life. Our Year 9 Program has been developed to
provide students with learning experiences that require rigorous
application and deep thinking.

CORE SUBJECTS
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YEAR 9 ELECTIVES

In Year 9, students can choose TWO year-long electives OR ONE year-
long elective plus TWO semester-long electives.

YEAR-LONG ELECTIVES:

Art and Design - a comprehensive hands-on experience in designing

and creating. It enables students to explore their own responses to
problems using a diverse range of materials and media, and to work in

a highly creative and supportive environment. Students choose four
studio areas of interest, of which two are offered from: Ceramics, Digital
Design and Photography, Painting and Drawing, Printmaking, Product
Design, Systems Design, Textiles and Visual Communication Design.

Language - Choose from Chinese, Latin, or French.

SEMESTER-LONG ELECTIVES:

ARCHITECTURE AND 3D DESIGN | Research the concepts of

sustainability and the Design Process to design a 21st century house that
embraces the concept of minimal impact, considering orientation,
insulation, solar principles, off grid power, and water management.

BINARY HEROES | Explore the psychology and science of human
behaviour and human relationships, with a focus on prejudice,
discrimination and stereotypes. Students will be asked to critically
examine 'pop' psychological approaches to relationships and evaluate
their relevance.

CREATIVE ENTREPRENEUR | Find a solution to a problem in today’s

society; design and produce a creative solution and learn how to market,
promote and sell this product with the profits going to a selected local
charity.

SPEAK OUT | Empowers students with the ability to not only speak
confidently and passionately, but also to research effectively, work
collaboratively and negotiate with diplomacy and empathy.

START UP: START NOW | This elective aims to prepare students to be

successful in a fast-paced global environment by providing the opportunity
to create a business plan for a social enterprise or a for-profit business.

DANCE MOVES | Focuses on the diversity of dance and various dance
styles. Students develop their technique, choreography, understanding
and appreciation of the origins of dance.

MUSICI Encompasses many aspects of music, including performing,
composing and song writing, recording and use of technology.

THROUGH THEIR EYES | Looks at the Holocaust from a range of
perspectives, examining life in pre-war Europe, understanding the diverse
way in which many Jews lived and how this changed once the Nazis came
to power.
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BEING HUMAN [ Explores the psychology and science of human
behaviour and relationships. The darker side of human nature is also
considered, for example why we occasionally fail to help othersin need.
This course will help students better understand relationships and
improve the quality of those relationships.

FARM BUSTERS | Fosters students’ appreciation of the environment
and horticulture, combining chemistry, biology and earth sciences.
Students will create commercial herb growing businesses, learn about plant
growth, explore aquaponics and hydroponics, and learn about
ecosystems and biomes.

MEDIA AND FILM MAKING | Creating short films encourages
students to explore and examine ideas, consider and make social
commentary within their communities. Film making allows students to
express their ideals, fears and concerns, and to develop and explore human
connections sharing their thoughts and experiences with others.

MASTERCHEF ‘N MONEY | Aims to develop in students an

appreciation for food and cooking in a regular Masterchef-style
competition, with ‘masterclass’ skills sessions. Students will also develop
financial literacy skills as part of this unit.

PAGE TO STAGE | Page to Stage allows students to investigate the
ways performers take a script from its written form into performance.
Students will study and perform script extracts from contemporary
theatrical styles from comedy to drama, realism to musical theatre.
Students will create costume and set designs, learn to construct a
lighting plot and soundscapes for their performance pieces. Students
can also specialise in backstage skills and even try their hand at
Directing.

THEORY OF FITNESS | students will participate in a range of
theoretical and practical activities to improve their understanding
of fitness components and the role of each of these in various
sporting contexts.

SPORTS SCIENCE | students will undertake a physiological and/
or biomechanical analysis of sporting movement. Throughout this unit
students will be required to investigate and apply their understanding
of theoretical concepts including acute responses to exercise and
biomechanical principles including projectile motion to specific
practical contexts.

Please note: Subjects will progress depending on level of student
interest, and offerings may change from year to year.
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IN THE SENIOR SCHOOL

LEARNING PHILOSOPHY

Ballarat Grammar is a community of learners who enter into positive
relationships that are promoted by wellbeing in emotional, cognitive,
spiritual and physical domains. Learners are encouraged to explore
the world and develop meaning through challenge and inquiry,
promoting a passion for life-long learning.

The character of the Senior School Learner:

In the Senior School, the Ballarat Grammar learner engages in their
education with a creative and open-minded approach, displaying a
sense of curiosity and love of learning. Grit and academic vitality
characterise our learners as they seek lifelong meaning, knowledge
and accomplishment.

Key Characteristics: Key Skills:

Creativity Communication
Open-minded Critical thinking
Curiosity Reflection
Love of learning Independence
Grit Initiative
Academic Vitality Organisation
Meaning Commitment
Knowledge

Accomplishment

CHOOSING YOUR PATHWAY AND SUBJECTS

In the Senior School students may choose to complete the Victorian
Certificate of Education, or to take an Applied Learning pathway - or a
combination of both.

At this stage of their schooling, students find that their abilities,
interests and career needs take them in very different directions.
Ballarat Grammar aims to provide a range of academic programs and
pathways for Years 10, 11 and 12 students that suit the needs

of diverse learners.

1. VICTORIAN CERTIFICATE OF EDUCATION

The Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE) is the certificate that the
majority of students in Victoria receive on satisfactory completion of
their secondary education. The VCE provides diverse pathways to
further study or training at university or TAFE and to employment. It
requires students to complete 16 VCE units. These units are divided
into four different levels, Units 1-4. Units 1-2 are usually completed at
Year 11 and Units 3-4 are usually completed at Year 12.

2. VICTORIAN CERTIFICATE OF EDUCATION VOCATIONAL
MAJOR

The VCE Vocational Major (VM) is a vocational and applied learning
program within the VCE designed to be completed over a minimum of
two years. The VCE VM will give students greater choice and flexibility
to pursue their strengths and interests and develop the skills and
capabilities needed to succeed in further education, work and life.

It prepares students to move into apprenticeships, traineeships,
further education and training, university (via non-ATAR pathways) or
directly into the workforce.

The purpose of the VCE VM is to provide students with the best
opportunity to achieve their personal goals and aspirations in a rapidly
changing world by:

e equipping them with the skills, knowledge, values and

capabilities to be active and informed citizens, lifelong learners
and confident and creative individuals; and

e empowering them to make informed decisions about the next
stages of their lives through real life workplace experiences.

There is more information on the VCE Vocational Major later in this
handbook.

3. VOCATIONAL EDUCATION AND TRAINING (VET)

Ballarat Grammar offers a variety of options for students wishing to
pursue Vocational Education and Training (VET) courses that can be
taken in Year 10, Year 11 or Year 12 as part of a VCE pathway, VCE
Vocational Major pathway or a School Based Apprenticeship/
Traineeship. Some VET classes are taught at the School, by
authorised teachers, these are: VET Ag Studies, VET Sport &
Recreation, VCE VET Music Industry (Performance) and VCE VET Music
Industry (Sound Production). Other VET course options are widely
available through the Highlands LLEN, in the interests of
broadening the range of options available to our students.

e Courses can contribute to a VCE course or a VCE Vocational
Major.

o The development of skills needed by industry and enterprise;
many of these skills are generic such as OH&S skills, which
enhance students' flexibility and adaptability for the future.

e VET courses are a meaningful and relevant education
pathways to careers or part-time employment,

e Students are better informed when making career choices,

e FEvidence suggests that students undertaking a VET subject
improve their work habits and organisational skills because of
their increased interest in school.

4. SCHOOL BASED APPRENTICESHIP (SBA) OR SCHOOL
BASED APPRENTICESHIP AND TRAINEESHIPS (SBAT)

SBATs or SBAs offer students the option of combining part-time
employment, school, and training. An SBAT program runs under a
contract with an employer and has a training plan registered with
the Victorian Registration and Qualifications Authority (VRQA). The
training should lead to a nationally recognised qualification.

The vocational training components of SBATs also contribute credit
towards a senior secondary certificate. Many school based
apprentices and trainees move on to a full-time contract with their
employer after leaving school, while others choose to continue
their education and training at a registered training organisation
(RTO) or university.
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YEAR 10 LEARNING

Year 10 students who are not following an applied learning YEAR 10 APPLIED LEARNING PROGRAM

pathway will study six core subjects, and a subject called

Futures, which covers career pathways, ethics, and learning and The Year 10 Applied Learning Program (ALP) is a pathway choice with
thinking strategies. Students will also select either a VCE/VET a focus on 'real life'/ Applied Learning projects and skills. Whenever
subject or a number of electives, which may include a semester- possible, tasks and assessments have a practical focus. ALP is
long elective or a year-long LOTE elective. available as an option for all students in Year 10 and is one possible

gateway into the VCE Vocational Major. Students within the ALP will
also participate in PE & and a Careers program.

YR

The ALP requires students to complete 8 units across the year plus
1 VET Credit. The compulsory strands in ALP are:
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EDUCATION 1 :

Literacy

Numeracy

Work Related Skills

Personal Development Skills

Industry Specific Skills (covered through VET qualification)
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YEAR 10 AS PREPARATION FOR

SENIOR YEARS

Most students will benefit from commencing their VCE studies in a
subject area of their choice at Year 10. Studying a VCE or VET subject
in Year 10 offers an excellent grounding in the rigours of VCE study

and will be supported by a program of study skills and supervised
study sessions.

At Year 10, the School offers a range of VCE Unit 1-2 studies. All Year

10 students are pre-approved for VCE study and are strongly

encouraged to take up this option in Year 10. Students are generally

limited to one VCE study for the year.

VCE Subjects offered for Year 10 (Students choose one)

e VCE UNITS 1-2 AGRICULTURE AND HORTICULTURE
e VCE UNITS1-2 BUSINESS MANAGEMENT

e VCE UNITS1-2 COMPUTING

e VCE UNITS1-2 DANCE

e VCE UNITS1-2 ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE

e VCE UNITS1-2 GLOBAL POLITICS

e VCEUNITS1-2 HEALTH & HUMAN DEVELOPMENT
e VCEUNITS1-2 HISTORY

e VCEUNITS1-2 MUSIC

e VCE UNITS1-2 PRODUCT DESIGN (WOOD)

e VCE UNITS 1-2 PRODUCT DESIGN (FASHION)

e VCE UNITS 1-2 THEATRE STUDIES

e VCE UNITS 1-2 SYSTEMS ENGINEERING

e VCE UNITS 1-2 PHYSICAL EDUCATION

e VCE UNITS 1-2 PSYCHOLOGY

VCE UNITS 1-2 VISUAL ARTS

VICTORIAN EDUCATION &TRAINING (VET) SUBJECTS OFFERED BY
BALLLARAT GRAMMAR (NOTE: Other options for VET courses are
available throughthe Highlands LLEN, with information on other
available courses here: www.highlandsllen.org/vet-cluster/ )

e VCE/VET MUSIC INDUSTRY (SOUND PRODUCTION)
e VCCE/VET MUSIC INDUSTRY (PERFORMANCE)
e VET AGRICULTURE STUDIES

e VET SPORTS & RECREATION

Once VCE/VET choices have been finalised for Year 10, we ask
students to select an elective option to complete their Year 10
timetable. The core subject, History, will be blocked into either
Semester 1 or Semester 2. This can be in either one of the following
combinations:

One semester-long elective + History

or

One year-long LOTE elective + History

or

Three semester-long electives + History (if a student opts to not
take up a VCE/VET study)
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YEAR 10 ELECTIVES

The Year 10 elective programincludes semester-long subjects, year-
long Language subjects or VET and VCE subjects. Following are the Year
10 electives on offer in 2023:

YEAR LONG ELECTIVES:

LANGUAGE: CHINESE, FRENCH, LATIN | Any student intending

to study a language at VCE level is required to select this subject, which
will run throughout Year 10.

SEMESTER-LONG ELECTIVES:
AGRICULTURE & HORTICULTURE STUDIES | This course has

been designed to enable students to develop, or enhance, their
understanding of food and fibre production both locally and nationally.
This includes the day to day activities involved in a variety of
agricultural and horticultural operations. Students will also be given
experience in the concepts of sustainability and innovative practices
being applied to a variety of agricultural and/or horticultural
businesses. (Can be taken as a full year subject or just a single
semester)

ART | The study of the visual arts in Year 10 requires students to
consider and respond to the place of art in the world, placing
themselves as artists in their contemporary context, and produce a
body of work that reflects an immersion in art practice.

BIOLOGY [ students will investigate some of the major steps in the
evolution of life - learning about the history of human understanding of
cells and delving into the biochemical processes that underpin life. In
this “hands-on” elective is recommended for those students interested
in studying Units 3 and 4 Biology in Year 11.

COMMERCE | This broad-based elective is aimed at those students
wishing to gain an understanding of elements of the commercial world,
and to develop financial literacy skills. This subject can also be used by
students as anintroduction to Economics, Legal Studies and Accounting
at VCE level.

COMPUTING: BINARY INVESTIGATORS | Codingis a skill-of-

the-future and learning to code will lead you into many interesting and
diverse jobs, some of which do not yet exist. In this elective, you get to
build a project based on your interests using a combination of coding
technologies: block programming, Python programming, and HTML and
CSS. This elective is open to all students of any ability.

GLOBAL STUDIES | what was the Cold War and do we even need to
know about it anymore? Why is there fighting in the Middle East?

This subject invites you to think about the nature of our international
‘community’ and the impact that events of the Twentieth Century have
had on today’s world.

HEALTHY INSIGHTS | This elective explores options about how to
lead healthy lifestyles that recognise the importance of physical, social,
emotional and spiritual wellbeing both now and in the future. It is a great
introduction for students who are interested in pursuing the VCE study
of Health and Human Development.

MUSIC | This subject will provide students with the opportunity to
perform on their main instrument in solo and/or group contexts.
Students will undertake theory, aural and written work that will assist
them in preparing for VCE Music studies.

PHILOSOPHY & ETHICS | Questioning how we live is a

fundamental human action that pre-dates the Ancient scholars of
Greece and Rome. How can we apply these questions to our day to day
lives in contemporary Australian Society? This elective will explore the
big questions of the universe — where do we fit in?

PRODUCT DESIGN (FASHION) | Students will creatively solve

design challenges in the area of fashion, taking their solution all the way
to a finished product. The work consists of practical design and making
tasks as well as the development of portfolio skills and theoretical
knowledge.

PRODUCT DESIGN (WOOD) | students will creatively solve

design challenges using timber, taking their solution all the way to a
finished product. The work consists of practical design and making tasks
as well as the development of portfolio skills and theoretical knowledge.

PSYCHOLOGY | Year 10 Psychology has been developed to prepare
students for VCE Psychology. The objective is to stimulate student
interest in some of the occupational fields of Psychology, with an
emphasis on how research methods relate to theory.

SPORTS SCIENCE | Sports Science serves to develop an
understanding of the biological and physiological influences on
performance and participation in sport and physical activity. Students
will examine relevant concepts of physical performance through
theoretical studies as well as practical participation.

SYSTEMS TECHNOLOGY | This subject is aimed at students with
an interest in mechanical systems and electronics. While students will
gain a knowledge, understanding and appreciation of technological
systems, the emphasis will be on practical applications of the theory.

VISUAL COMMUNICATION DESIGN [ students explore how

designers create and communicate through visual means to shape
the everyday quality of information for individuals, communities and
societies. The subject focuses on aspects of graphic design and
drawing skills to think creatively about design solutions.

Please note: some subjects may not progress will depend on level of
studentinterest.
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LEARNING IN YEAR 11 AND 12

In Years 11 and 12, students complete the Victorian Certificate of
Education (VCE), or the Victorian Certificate of Education - Vocational
Major (VCE-VM), in which a wide range of different studies is on offer.
At this stage of their schooling, students find that their abilities,
interests and career needs take them in very different directions.
Ballarat Grammar aims to provide academic programs for the senior
years that will suit as many pupils as possible, whatever their abilities,
interests and needs.

While most Ballarat Grammar students will be planning to complete VCE
and go on to further education at university or TAFE, students primarily
interested in going on to training at a TAFE institute, starting an
apprenticeship, or getting a job after completing school may select to
undertake the Victorian Certificate of Education - Vocational Major.

VCE YEAR M

Usually, a VCE student program at Year 11 would consist of six VCE Unit
1-2 subjects (one of which must be English, English Literature or English
Language).

In most cases the School recommends that students undertake a Unit
3-4 study in Year 11. The increased expectations at Unit 3-4 means that
the study must be one where the student has some previous
experience and knowledge of the study or a heightened interest in the
field.

VCE YEAR 12

Usually, a VCE student program at Year 12 would consist of five VCE Unit
3 and 4 subjects (one of which must be English, English Literature or
English Language). Subject selection is supported by the Careers
Department and the student meeting with a Careers Advisor.

VCE VOCATIONAL MAJOR

The VCE Vocational Major (VCE VM) is a pathway choice with a focus on
‘real life'/ Applied Learning projects and skills. Whenever possible, tasks
and assessments have a practical focus.

Available as an option for all students in Years 11 and 12, the VCE VM is a
recognised senior secondary qualification. This qualification provides a
pathway to further tertiary education or entry into the workforce.

The structure of the VCE VM requires students to complete 16 units
over two years, plus 2 VET Credits:

Literacy - Unit 1-2 in Year 11, Units 3-4 in Year 12

Numeracy - Unit 1-2 in Year 11, Units 3-4 in Year 12

Work Related Skills - Unit 1-2 in Year 11, Units 3-4 in Year 12

Personal Development Skills - Unit 1-2 in Year 11, Units 3-4 in Year 12
Industry Specific Skills - covered through VET qualifications

The VCE VM enables students to complete study programs that suit
their interests and learning. VM students will also complete Digital
Credential curriculum components. A Certificate or Statement of
Results will be issued to students on completion of their VCE VM.
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VCE SUBJECTS OFFERED

YEAR 11 YEAR 12

Accounting 1-2 3-4
Agricultural and Horticultural Studies 1-20R3-4 3-4
VET Ag Hort - Certificate I v

Art - Visual Arts 1-20R3-4 3-4
Biology 1-20R3-4 3-4
Business Management 1-20R3-4 3-4
Chemistry 1-2 3-4
Chinese 1-2 3-4
Applied Computing in 1-2 / Data Analytics in 3-4 1-2 3-4
Dance 1-20R3-4 3-4
Economics 1-2 3-4
English 1-20R3-4 3-4
English as an Additional Language =2 &) =il
English Language =2 3-4
Environmental Science 1-20R3-4 3-4
French 1-2 3-4
Global Politics in 1-2, Global & Australian Politicsin 3-4 | 1-20R3-4 3-4
Health & Human Development 1-20R3-4 3-4
History - Revolutions in 3-4 1-20R3-4 3-4
Latin 1-2 3-4
Legal Studies 1-2 3-4
Literature 1-2 3-4
Mathematics - General Maths 1-2, Further Maths 3-4 1-20R3-4 3-4
Mathematics - Methods 1-2 3-4
Mathematics - Specialist 1-2 3-4
Music Repertoire Performance 1-20R3-4 3-4
Music - Music Composition in 3-4 1-20R3-4 3-4
VET/VCE Music (Performance) - Cert lll v v
VET/VCE Music (Sound Production) - Cert Il v v
Philosophy 1-20R3-4 3-4
Physical Education 1-20R3-4 3-4
VET Sport & Recreation - Cert Il v X
Physics 1-2 3-4
Product Design & Technology (Choose Fashion or Wood) | 1-20R 3 -4 3-4
Psychology 1-20R3-4 3-4
Religion and Society Units 3 - 4 3-4 3-4
Systems Engineering 1-2 3-4
Theatre Studies 1-20R3-4 3-4
Visual Communication & Design 1-20R3-4 3-4

Please note: whether some subjects progress will depend on level of student interest.
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CAREERS

CAREERS AND COURSES

The Career Centre provides expertise in this important area. Heads
of House, House mentors and subject teachers also assist senior
students with their choices for tertiary studies or for careers. There
is a Careers Room where resource material is available to students.

Our Careers Advisors provide career and pathways guidance,
information and support to help students successfully negotiate the
transition from school to further education, training or employment
and to give them the skills to manage their own careers throughout
their lives. Our Career Advisors assist students identify their
interests, strengths and skills to help them explore subject, course
and career options. Students undertake career exploration activities
in Year 10 through their Futures class and using a variety of resources
to help them identify career pathways which match their interests,
skills, values and occupational preferences. Students also receive
assistance during subject selection to ensure they understand the
prerequisites for tertiary courses they are considering.
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SERVICE AND LEADERSHIP

“The best way to find yourself is to lose
yourself in the service of others.”

— Mahatma Gandhi

We want our students to embrace the ethos, ‘from those to whom
much is given will much be required’. We believe that service and
leadership are closely tied to one another.

Service at Ballarat Grammar supports our focus on developing the
whole person and links closely with our Positive Education Program
and Round Square Program. We are committed to nurturing a deep
sense of social justice in our students and help them to understand
as privileged and that, with growing inequality in the world, there will
be anincreasing need for us to take action.

By forming partnerships with other organisations in the community
we can achieve great things and make a positive difference locally
and globally. We believe that getting involved in your community
gives you enriching and meaningful personal experiences, helps you
better understand yourself and positively shapes your own values.

We expect our students to bring compassion to every service
opportunity and the attitude that they have just as much to gain
from the experience as the people they are helping. Our student-led
Service Committee works closely with the Round Square Committee
and leads by example by promoting and celebrating service across
the School.

o L BRI

Some specific examples of service opportunities at the School
include:

Social Service - Partnering with Alfredton Rotary and ‘Eatup.org’
to make 300-400 sandwiches per fortnight for 18 primary schools
in the wider Ballarat community, catering for their students who
regularly go without lunch.

AAA Sports - where students help and coach local all-abilities
children to develop and improve their sporting skills... and have a
lot of fun!

Environmental Service - each Middle School year level are
responsible for regenerating and maintaining native trees and
grasses in accordance with the City of Ballarat’s masterplan for
Lake Wendouree.

There are many other annual events and programs where students
can volunteer their time and energy to assist our community
partners to help raise awareness, funds and outcomes for

those in need.
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ROUND SQUARE

The Round Square organisation is a global network of over 200
like-minded schools that share a commitment to the educational
principles of Dr Kurt Hahn (1886-1974).

Kurt Hahn was a remarkable educator who founded Salem School in
Germany to develop young people whose convictions would be rooted
in personal responsibility, kindness and justice. Such ideals were in
direct conflict with the rise of Fascism and Nazism in Germany in the
1930s and Hahn was forced to escape to Scotland where he founded
Gordonstoun School in 1934.

Hahn saw the entire program of a school - curriculum, daily routines,
disciplines, social life, and extra-curricular activities — as merely a
vehicle through which young people could be trained to take charge
of their lives, raise their sights and grasp the central principles of
democratic life. As such, the central goal of first Salem and then
Gordonstoun was not simply to “prepare” students for tertiary study
or work but also to prepare them for life by facing life directly, in
ways that would demand courage, generosity, imagination, principle
and resolution. Students were not only expected to do well in
conventional ways, but also to serve and to lead.

By the 1960s, there were schools in Europe pursuing the educational
ideals of Kurt Hahn. Regular meetings were held and in 1967 it was
suggested that the group form an organization called the Hahn
Schools. Hahn vigorously opposed the idea of calling the organisation
after himself. The organisation decided to call itself after the building
at Gordonstoun in which its founders met - “Round Square”.

Schools of the Round Square all share consistent principles and
priorities. These are the “pillars” of Round Square:

= Students devote substantial time and energy to
service of others

Students’ leadership roles are substantial and kindness towards
others within the School community matters

Students are challenged and powerfully engaged by outdoor
activities which promote personal development

= Students are asked to look beyond gender, class, race, nationality
and culture to understand the common values between people

Students are encouraged through projects, programs and
curricula to see their destiny as caretakers of society and
the environment.

The acronym “IDEALS” summarises the Round Square philosophy:

I: International awareness

D: Democracy

E Environmentalism
A: Adventure

L: Leadership

S: Service

We promote the Round Square IDEALS in many ways and all students
are able to take up a number of leadership opportunities such, as:

= Student leadership in many areas of school life

Service activities within the School or as part of
international service projects

Outdoor Education and Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Scheme

= Regional and International exchanges to other
Round Square schools

Representing Ballarat Grammar at the annual
Round Square Conferences

Involvement in the Round Square Committee

= Social and class links with other Round Square schools
via e-mail and joint projects

To find out more about Round Square activities and other Round
Square schools please refer to the Round Square web page:
www.roundsquare.org
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MIDDLE SCHOOL LEADERSHIP

Further to Round Square leadership and development opportunities,
Year 9 students are able to nominate to be part of the Middle School
Leadership Program.

Those students that are part of the Middle School Leadership
Program engage in a collaborative model where students are
expected to exemplify the School values through an altruistic
approach to leadership through service. These students have the
opportunity to promote student involvement in the activities and
events that occur throughout the Middle School.

There are many other school leadership opportunities besides
these formal positions for both Year 7 and 8 students to begin their
leadership journey early onin their middle years.
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SENIOR SCHOOL LEADERSHIP

GUARDIANS, HOUSE CAPTAINS AND
ROUND SQUARE CAPTAINS

In Senior School, a student is offered the role of a School Leader
because he or she undertakes to meet specified leadership
requirements, and has the support of students and the confidence of
staff. Acceptance of the position signifies a commitment to be fully
involved in the positive life of the School.

School Leaders are expected, firstly, to set a fine example in

their conduct and appearance around the School and in the wider
community, where they will be known as Ballarat Grammar’s leaders.
There are many formal leadership roles in the School, the best known of
which are School Captains and Vice-Captains, Guardians and House
Captains, Round Square Captains and sport team Captains, to name
afew.

Generally, in working for the good of the School,
all Leaders are expected to:

Uphold (guard) the values, expectations, and regulations
of the School;

Represent the students’ views to the staff and vice versa;

= Strive to protect the welfare of members of the Ballarat
Grammar Community;

Work to involve other senior students in the positive
leadership of the School;

= Commit a substantial amount of time to duties and give
reasonable priority to School activities when there are conflicts
with outside interests;

Be conversant with the values, programs and layout of the
School, and able to explain these to outsiders;

In dealing with students, Leaders are expected to:

Be approachable and friendly: Leaders will need to make a
special effort to get to know students in other year levels,
and win their respect;

Apply their authority fairly and with a sensible weight;
Exercise their role with dignity, sensitivity and purpose;

There are many other School Leadership opportunities besides the
formal positions indicated below. Many of these other opportunities
(but not all) are officially recognised; however, all student leadership
inits various positions and its incumbent duties and responsibilities
is considered important and makes a most valuable contribution to
the positive life of the School. There is an expectation at Ballarat
Grammar that all Year 12 students will exercise leadership and
contribute positively to the life of the School.
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PERFORMING ARTS

MUSIC, DANCE, DRAMA = Concerts and festivals: Including Grammar in Concert and Junior
School Gala

All students are encouraged to pursue an appreciation or love of

music whether it be through taking lessons in instrumental, voice, *  External competitions: Including Royal South Street Eisteddfod

music theory or speech art or participating as a member of a band, and regional eisteddfods

ensemble or choir. What do we believe that music provides students
from a learning perspective?

House Choral Competition: All students from Years 7 to 12
collaborate on and perform in this popular event

Students can choose to learn from over 20 instruments (including School and community events: Including performing at the

voice and speech antl in solo o small group lsssons. They are Ballarat Specialist School, Springfest and House Athletics Day

encouraged and supported to take external exams. Some
Tours: Regular regional, interstate or international tours such as

the Chamber Choir Tour

instruments are available for hire. After one year of tuition, students
are encouraged to purchase their own instrument.

We pride ourselves on the depth and variety of performance Camps: Annual camps for various bands and ensembles

opportunities we offer our students. We have a huge numberofbands . Apnyal victorian School Music Festival: A wonderful opportunity
and ensembles that, directed by a specialist with their own expertise, for our students to get feedback on their performance
perform regularly at school and community events, showcasing the

akills and talentsiof olr musicians. Backstage and technical support: A wide range of opportunities

for students interested in backstage, lighting, sound and
Senior School Production: All students from Years 7 to 12 are technical support

encouraged to participate in this collaborative venture between
our Music, Drama and Dance departments

Ensembles: Including String and Symphony Orchestras, String
Quartet, Junior and Senior Choirs, Chamber Choir, Concert Bands,
Stage Bands, Bagpipes and Drums Ensemble, Wind Quintet

as well as ensembles in Saxophone, Clarinet, Guitar, Bluegrass,
Percussion, Recorder and Harp and student-directed

Chamber Groups



SPORT
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Sportis averyimportant part of the School’s culture and we have
built a comprehensive program and an impressive track record of
success across a wide range of sports. Through participation in
sport, students nurture relationships with a range of people and
learn important skills that they can apply to all areas of their lives.
We also have the culture, staff and facilities to fully support and
encourage our students to pursue specific sporting achievements
and potentially prepare for a professional sporting career.

Our House structure at Grammar sees very strong, but friendly
competition in Swimming, Athletics and Cross-Country for all
students. Our membership in both the BAS (Ballarat Associated
Schools’) and ICCES (Independent Country Co-Educational Schools’)
sporting associations provides our students with the opportunity to
participate in a very vibrant and challenging co-curricular program.
Each year, high levels of students participate in some 30+ activities,
with each term providing students with many options to choose from;

individual or team, indoor or outdoor and competitive interschool
competitions or recreational pursuits.

The BAS competition played against local Ballarat schools include
the following sports: Athletics, Badminton, Baseball, Basketball,
Cricket, Cross-Country, Football, Golf, Hockey, Lawn Bowls, Netball,
Racquetball, Rowing, Soccer, Squash, Swimming, Table Tennis, Tennis
and Volleyball.

The ICCES competition played against seven other regional
independent schools include: Athletics, Cricket, Cross-Country,
Swimming, Tennis and Volleyball.

Recreational or Club Sport activities available to all students to stay
fit and healthy include; Clay Target Shooting, Badminton, Croquet,
Dance, Equestrian, Fitness Classes, Mountain Biking, Sailing, Tennis,
Track Cycling, Swimming and Weights.
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JOURNEYS, EXPEDITIONS AND
ADVENTURE WEEK

At Ballarat Grammar we look to extend and challenge every student
through journeys and expeditions. We know that when students are in
an unfamiliar environment, having to work as a team and contribute
to something bigger than themselves, they begin to see the world
differently; they begin to see themselves in a new light.

Our Round Square exchange program begins in Year 8 and offers

the opportunity for numerous students to experience a new
environment with a host school and host family at one of our Round
Square partner schools in Australia, New Zealand or Singapore. On
these two-week exchanges, students are challenged to become
members of a different school community, and with this comes much
learning. Students develop their independence and confidence in new
environments and with new people. In Year 10, students can apply for
an international exchange.

Our service projects that currently run to East Timor and Thailand
complement the very popular Timber Creek experience to the
Kimberley. These three experiences occur in September for Year 8
and/or 9 students, and along with a Mountain Bike Expedition along
the Goldfields track, challenge students to go beyond where they
thought they could. Year 10 and 11 students have the opportunity to
go on ‘Adventure Week’ in September or can apply for International
Round Square experiences.

We see our students flourish on these experiences and know that for
many, they are important first steps in them becoming involved and
engaged worldly citizens.
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OUTDOOR EDUCATION

Our Outdoor Education Program is designed to stimulate interest
in adventure, the environment, interpersonal understanding and
self-motivated learning and to develop self-reliance and a sense of
responsibility.

Students in Years 7 to 10 are required to participate in the Outdoor
Education Program which for Year 7 involves two camps.

Year 8 involves one multi-night camp, together with one
conservation experience, in a range of environments. Year 9

has one multi-night camp.

Year 10 students are encouraged to participate in expeditions during
Exploration Week which range further afield and tackle more difficult
challenges, such as sailing, outback touring, abseiling or white
water canoeing.

Year 11 students who have demonstrated an ability to relate well to
others, as well as competence in the bush, are invited to become
leaders and work on the junior camps as assistant leaders.

The Outdoor Education Program offers opportunities for student to
fulfil the requirements of the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award at Bronze
or Silver levels. Students apply to be involved in this scheme during
Years 8, 9 or 10 on an individual basis.
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SCHOOL AMENITIES

CHAPEL OF ST MARK

The Chapel is open for private meditation or prayer, and the School
Chaplainis available at all times for counselling. All students attend a
Chapel Service each week.

Services are held on Sundays for boarding students, which are also
open to visitors, parents or friends of the School.

There is a Confirmation Service each year with the Bishop of Ballarat
in attendance. Candidates come from the student body and are
prepared by the Chaplain. Enquiries about Confirmation or about any
spiritual matter should be directed to the Chaplain.

LIBRARIES

The Must Memorial Library serves the students in Years 7-12 and is
located adjacent to the Queen’s Wing on the upper floor. Library hours
are 8:30am to 5:00pm Monday- Thursday and 4:30pm on Friday.

The range of books and periodicals covers some recreational reading
as well as the information needs of students. The resources of other
local and Australia-wide libraries are available through interlibrary
loan. Further details of library services may be obtained from Library
staff.

BALLARAT GRAMMAR SHOP

The Ballarat Grammar Shop is located at 212 Forest Street, beside
Gate D. The Shop sells new and good quality second-hand uniform
requirements, stationery items and a range of educational games
and books. The Shop is open Monday to Friday between 8:30am
-11:30am and 1:00pm - 4:15pm during term time. Appointments
for new students to be fitted for their uniforms will be available
on Orientation Day and in January. Appointments can be made by
contacting the Shop on 5338 0867 or shop@bgs.vic.edu.au.

SWIMMING POOL

During the summer period, the pool is supervised at specified times,
unless closed for maintenance, which is generally undertaken at
holiday times. Please contact the School for details.

Parents should be aware that children twelve years of age and under
must be supervised by an adult (a person aged above sixteen years).

There are certain rules which govern the use of the pool. They are:
No diving into the shallow end.
Swimwear must be worn.
Long hair must be tied back.
No running, pushing or bombing.

No ball games to be played in the pool area. Other play objects are
not allowed.

Change rooms/toilets must be kept clean and tidy.

No pets allowed in the pool area.

HEALTH CENTRE

The School has a well-equipped Health Centre which is used by all
students across the campus when they are feeling unwell or injured.
The Centre is staffed by School Nurses Monday to Thursday 8.30am -
5.30pm and Friday 8.30am - 4.00pm.

If students become ill whilst at school they are required to visit the
Health Centre. If they need to go home, the nurse will contact their
parents/guardians.

Students on medications that need to be administered whilst at
school should have a completed Medication Record permission form,
which parents can find on NEXUS and inform the Health Centre on
health@bgs.vic.edu.au or 5338 0852.

In order to provide safe and effective care to your children, please
ensure that their medical and contact details are kept up-to-date via
your BGS “My Account”.

CANTEEN

The shops in Howitt Street and Stockland Wendouree are out-of-
bounds to all students, other than Year 12s once permission has
been granted.

The Canteen is operated by caterer Chartwell’s with support from
volunteer parents and is open at recess and lunch only. Lunch orders
can be made online by registering with ‘Flexischools’ (online or app)
or dropped into the canteen before 8.50am each day. Food selections
are being regularly updated with a wide variety on offer, including
salads in summer and soups and pasta in winter.



STUDENT LIFE
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DAILY SCHEDULE

School commences at 8:50am each day and concludes at 3:25pm.
There is a morning Muster, recess and a lunch break followed by
House activities time. The School’s timetable operates a five-day
Monday to Friday cycle.

ABSENCE FROM SCHOOL

The School must be notified of student absence by phoning the Senior
School Academic Secretary on 5338 0940 or email
absences@bgs.vic.edu.au, if a student is absent from school due to
iliness or other legitimate cause. If a student plans to be absent during
the course of the school day, the School Academic Secretary must be
advised. A “sign out” book is available to record destinations, time etc.

NB: Extended absence from school requires consultation with and
written agreement from the Heads of School.

SUN SMART

UV rises to skin damaging levels in Victoria, which means we need to
ensure we are protected against the sun particularly in Terms 1and
4. This means wearing clothing that covers exposed skin, SPF30 (or
higher) sunscreen, a broad-brimmed hat, seeking shade and wearing
sunglasses. As part of Ballarat Grammar’s Sun Protection Policy, the
School will:

support students and staff to use a combination of sun
protection measures,

develop and implement policy and procedures promoting sun-
safe practices in consultation with students, staff and parents,

incorporate sun-safe practices as part of the curriculum,

encourage students and support them to take a lead in
developing sun protection initiatives at school or in the local
community,

encourage staffto develop cultural competencies to facilitate
engagement of families, students and stafffrom diverse cultural
backgrounds,

work with staff and local health professionals, services and other
organisations to increase their capacity to deliver and promote
sun protection initiatives.

SCHOOL PUBLICATIONS

The Bulletin (Senior School newsletter) can be accessed every
second Wednesday via NEXUS.

The Boomalacka is a magazine aimed to keep past and future
students and families in touch with school life. Distributed to all
future, current and past students, it is usually printed twice a year. It
takes its name from an old school chant.

The Ballarat Grammarian is the School magazine published annually to
provide current students and families with a record of the year.

LOST PROPERTY

Students are deemed to be responsible for their own property. Each
studentis urged to mark clearly all possessions which are used at
the School. If any item of clothing or equipment is lost, it can be
returned easily if the article is named. Those items found which are
un-named, find their way into the lost property boxes in both Senior
and Junior Schools. The Level Co-ordinators are responsible for the
lost property at senior level and teachers help with the lost property
receptacles at junior level. Unnamed lost property can be claimed
from the Senior School Academic Secretary.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS

The School requires notification of any change of mail or email
addresses or phone number immediately such an event occurs. The
School register has to be current at all times; out of date information
can lead to delays in emergencies. Please contact the Admissions
Office with any changes either in writing, by email or by telephone.

BOUNDS DURING SCHOOL HOURS

Shops in Howitt Street and Stockland Wendouree are out of bounds to
all students below Year 12 during school hours.

STUDENT COUNSELLING

The School Chaplain (a qualified and experienced counsellor) and
the School Psychologists are responsible, with House staff, for
student counselling.

The Chaplain’s pastoral concern has to do with every aspect of human
living, not just the religious/spiritual. Any crisis which may occur during
the day is dealt with immediately. Our School Psychologists and
Meredith Rayner attend the School at regular times and appointments
can be made through the Academic Secretary, Heads of House and
Director of Care.
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SCHOOL EXPECTATIONS

BEHAVIOURAL EXPECTATIONS

Strong relationships form the basis of a safe, supportive and
productive educational environment. Respect for self, others and
community is of paramount importance at Ballarat Grammar. We
endeavour to provide a positive school culture that is fair, inclusive
and respectful of a diverse school community.

Where a student’s behaviour does not fit within the School’s Values
and Behavioural Expectations, a restorative approach is used in
the first instance to work with the student and their family (as
required). This approach supports students to: actively learn from
mistakes; develop self-awareness and self-control; show empathy
and take responsibility for their actions by resolving issues and
undertaking a behavioural change process. All incidents are dealt
with independently.

More complex issues are dealt with by the relevant Head of School(s)
or other Senior staffas required.

Confidentiality is an essential considerationin all cases, as it allows
the opportunity for behavioural change to take place either within
our school community and/or beyond.

Inappropriate behaviour towards others is not acceptable within our
school in any form. Students and staff are encouraged to report the
inappropriate behaviour regardless of their links or involvement in
the situation. Any serious incident not in line with the values of the
School, may result in the student’s enrolment being terminated. The
School also reserves the right to discipline, suspend or discontinue
enrolment based on poor behaviours, online activity, or use of social
media that does not align with our values.

“Do unto others as you would have them do unto you”

Ballarat Grammar is an Anglican School, thus is guided by its
expressed values. Ballarat Grammar supports:

the right to learn and play without interference from others

the right to be treated fairly, equally and with respect by
students and staff the right to be safe anywhere in the school

the right not to be verbally abused, nor made to feel foolish or
inadequate by students or staff the right to be listened to by
students and staff

the right to be valued as an individual by students and staff

the right to expect that your personal property will be respected
by students and staff

Ballarat Grammar expects all students to respect these rights.

STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES
respect for self and others,

attendance at School when required and not leaving the property
without permission,

being on time,

having the necessary books and equipment in readiness for
learning,

completing set work in class and at home,
co-operating with teachers, paying attentionin class,
taking care of personal and school property,

taking care of personal appearance.

BALLARAT GRAMMAR STRONGLY OPPOSES:

teasing, humiliation or denigration of others, disruptive
behaviour, victimisation, violence, substance abuse, vandalism,
offensive language

harassment of any type including bullying of any type

race and sex-based harassment (refer to the Policy on Behaviour
included in the Study Planner)

any situation where a group of students makes life unpleasant for
an individual is particularly offensive and will be dealt with
accordingly

any physical or sexual assault of any form
any situation where technology (phone device or other) is used in

an inappropriate manner, not in line with the School’s values.

HARASSMENT OF STUDENTS IS TOTALLY
UNACCEPTABLE AT BALLARAT GRAMMAR.

If a student’s rights are not respected by others then SPEAK OUT to
your Homeroom Teacher or Mentor, Head of House, a staff member
that you feel comfortable with, or your parents.

Speak out - you have a right to be heard. You will be taken seriously -
the School will support you.



BEHAVIOUR

Specific directions or requests of teachers must be complied
within all situations.

When travelling to and from School student behaviour should
always be respectful.

No student may smoke, possess or use vapours, possess or drink
alcohol, or possess or consume drugs: on School premises; at a
School function; on any School excursion or camp or International
trip; while in School uniform; or representing the School at any
time when it may bring the School into disrepute. Any student
who is in breach of this rule is likely to have his or her enrolment
terminated.

Being a member of the School community implies that the rights
and comfort of other members should be considered at all times.
The School’s standards here demand care and honesty in regard
to other student’s property, cleanliness and tidiness in class
rooms, locker areas and about the School. All rubbish must be
placed in bins.

No student is permitted to chew gum while in School uniform or
during a School activity.

Rude or aggressive verbal language or body language is totally
unacceptable.

No student may behave in a way that inconveniences or could
injure another student or member of staff.

No student will bring weapons such as knives etc. to school.

All students are required to adhere to the Student
Communication Device Policy.

PROPERTY

All belongings should be clearly labelled. Mobile phones, smart
watches, other technology and bikes are the sole responsibility
of the owner, and accordingly the school will not replace these
items if lost or stolen.

Students should look after their lockers and keep their
belongings tidily. If anitem is lost, the Homeroom teacher, Level
Co-ordinator, should be notified. Lockers should be locked at all
times.

If an item is found, it should be handed immediately to the Level
Co-ordinator (Senior School).

School property should be treated with care. If any School
property is damaged, the damage should be reported
immediately to the respective Head of School.

SAFETY

Students catching a bus from Gate D after School must remain
behind the fence prior to their bus coming to a stop. Cars should
not be driven into the Bus Bay to collect students. Cars delivering
children to the Junior School should use the Dare Street
Entrance. Parent cars are not to enter the School grounds.

Students must seek permission from the Head of Senior School
before driving a car to School. There are a number of conditions
students need to agree to, including not transporting other
students.
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Students who miss their bus home are to report to the School
Office where alternative arrangements will be made. If the Office
is closed, students should report to Larritt House.

No boarding student is permitted to have access to a car or
motorcycle in the Ballarat area, unless permission has been
granted, and then they must comply with the regulation outlined
in the agreement.

Because of the current medical benefits’ legislation, the
parents of children at the School should insure their children
with an approved benefits fund to cover illness or injury arising
out of attendance at this School. Ambulance cover is also
recommended. The only cover which the School has for such an
eventuality is under its “public liability risk policy”. This policy,
like most public risk policies, places the onus on the claimant
to establish negligence on the part of the School in order to
succeed in a claim for compensation for medical costs etc,
incurred in the event of a student suffering from injury at the
School. The School does not provide insurance covering illness or
injury suffered by students on a day to day basis.

MOBILE PHONES

Students are encouraged not to bring their mobile phone to school.
If they do, they must not have it on them during school hours and it
should be stored securely in their locker.

Smart watches and other similar communication devices are
discouraged. If a student has a smart watch or similar device, it must
be disconnected from any communication network whilst on campus.

If students need to contact their parent/guardian during the school
day, they can report to an appropriate reception (Junior School,
Middle School, Senior School, Music School and/or Main reception)
where they will be provided with access to a phone.

If a parent needs to contact their child during the day, they can
contact the school on 03 5338 0700 or email bgs@bgs.vic.edu.au.

If a student needs to access their phone during the day for any reason,
they must seek express permission for this from their homeroom
teacher, mentor, Year Level Co-ordinator or Pastoral Care Co-
ordinator. If express permission is granted by a teacher for a student
to utilise their personal communication device for an activity,
advance notice will be provided by the teacher to the students
involved.

After and before school, students can use their own phone or other
communication devices to contact parents/guardians from outside
the school gate, at the bus bay or make their way to one of the
reception areas and seek permission to use their phone on

campus if required.
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SCHOOL DISCIPLINE

At Ballarat Grammar, we acknowledge that everyone makes
mistakes. The important thing is to learn from mistakes and to be
genuinely committed to avoiding them in the future. To enjoy the
rights of being a member of the Grammar community, students
must accept their responsibilities and abide by the expectations
and rules of the School, and never bring themselves or the School
into disrepute.

Any incident involving unacceptable student behaviour in class
will be handled by the class teacher concerned. If behaviour
modification by a student does not occur then further action may
be taken. If the behaviour of a student interferes with the ability
of others to learn, and the student concerned does not modify
his/her behaviour, then the student may be asked to leave the
classroom. If a student is directed to report to a Pastoral Care
Co-ordinator, Level Co-ordinator, Head of House, the Assistant
Heads, the Head of Senior School, the Head of Middle School or
the Head of the Junior School, he/she must do so. If the student
is unable to find the staff member concerned then he/she must
report to the Receptionist of the relevant School.

The School reserves the right to interview students to ascertain
an understanding of events. A range of disciplinary measures
may be used depending upon the student’s willingness to modify
his/ her behaviour. These measures include School detentions,
report card monitoring, contact and interview with parents,
behavioural contracts, professional counselling, and suspension.
In serious cases, expulsion from the School. Physical punishment
isillegal and the School does not support any type of

physical discipline.

Some offences may result in immediate forfeit of a student’s
enrolment at the School. These include, but are not exclusive
to, harassment, theft, sale or use of drugs, sexual misconduct,
inappropriate use of technology or damage to School property.

ATTENDANCE, BOUNDS AND FACILITY ACCESS

The School is responsible to parents and to the Education authorities
for students being at school between 8.45am and 3.25 pm. If there is
aneed to leave the grounds between these times, permission must
be obtained. If leave is approved, Senior School students must sign
out (and in upon return) at the Reception desk of the Kinsman Wing.
Extended leave must be approved by the appropriate Head of School.

During recess and lunchtimes:

Classrooms are out-of-bounds for Senior School students unless
supervised by a staff member

Studentsin Years 7 - 11 are required to remain in the areas of
supervision within the grounds, bounded as follows:

no further North than the John Vernon Field
no further South than the road leading to the School Canteen.
no further East than the Forest Street fence.

no further West than the Cleaver Wing walkway - the Beckworth
Centre is out-of-bounds.

Other facilities outside this region such as the Performing Arts
Centre, Science Wing and the Junior School are also out-of-
bounds unless supervised by staff.

Boarders may move to and from their Boarding House (Year12

students only) and the Memorial Dining Hall during recesses

and lunchtimes subject to approval by their House staff. Boys
are not permitted to enter Girls’ Boarding Houses and girls are
not permitted to enter Boys’ Boarding Houses other than House
common areas. Day students may not enter any Boarding facility
without permission from a member of the Boarding staff.

Year 12 students may be granted ‘local leave’ to Howitt Street and
Stockland, subject to the approval of the Year 12 Level Co-
ordinator. Any Year 12 student in breach of the conditions of ‘local
leave’ may lose this privilege. At all times blazers must be worn.

During class time no student may leave class without permission
from the class teacher.

Boarders may be granted ‘local leave’ after school hours using
‘Reach’, but no student is permitted in the area behind the Howitt
Street shops (laneway or carpark).

On all camps and school trips; be they domestic or international,
under no circumstances are boys and girls to be in each other’s
accommodation.

EXTENDED PERIODS OF LEAVE

Students are expected to be engaged in the academic program
for the entire term. If students are absent for a reason other
thanillness, and this coincides with an end/or beginning of term,
permission is required from the Head of School. This can be sought
by emailing Head.SS@bgs.vic.edu.au or HeadofMS@bgs.vic.edu.au
Leave periods longer than two weeks require permission from the
Headmaster - Headmaster@bgs.vic.edu.au

BALLARAT GRAMMAR POLICY ON BULLYING AND
HARASSMENT

BULLYING

Ballarat Grammar recognises its duty to students to provide a safe
and positive learning environment where individual differences and
diversity within the School is respected and accepted.

Bullying is not tolerated at Ballarat Grammar.

Bullying is the repeated and intentional behaviour of causing fear,
distress or harm towards another person that involves an imbalance
of power. It can involve humiliation, domination, intimidation,
victimisation and harassment. In any bullying incident there are likely
to be three parties involved: the bully, the person being bullied, and
bystanders.

Bullying can take many forms including:

Physical bullying which includes physical actions such as

hitting, pushing, obstructing or being used to hurt or intimidate
someone. Damaging, stealing or hiding personal belongings is also
a form of physical bullying.

Psychological bullying which involves or any form of actual
assault and any threat of actual assault

Indirect bullying which is when deliberate acts of exclusion
or spreading of untrue stories are used to hurt or intimidate
someone.

Filming incidents and/or sharing with others.



CYBER BULLYING

Cyber bullying is the ongoing abuse of power to threaten or harm
another person using technology. Cyber bullying can occur in chat
rooms, on social networking sites, through emails or on mobile
phones (or other devices).

The relative anonymity of the technology means that users often
feel they can say what they like or pretend to be someone else. It has
the added menace of being able to be disseminated to large numbers
of people and can be hard to trace.

Cyber bullying includes:
Sending offensive messages, jokes or cartoons to a person;
Sending offensive messages about a person to a group;
Sending threats;
Making malicious fun of others;

Sending or posting insulting, untrue or cruel messages about
someone;

Sending vulgar, embarrassing or private photos;

Sending or posting personal, embarrassing or private information
about a person or their family revealing secrets or spreading
gossip, excluding someone from an online group;

Telling sexual information, true or not;

Pretending to be someone else and sending messages that
negatively rebound on that person;

Sending emails in the name of someone else; and
Using another person’s password to access their account and do

any of the above.

HARASSMENT

Ballarat Grammar endeavours to provide a positive school culture
that is fair, inclusive and respectful of a diverse school community.

Harassmentis not acceptable in any circumstances and will not be
tolerated.

Harassment is unwelcomed behaviour that intimidates, offends, or
humiliates a student because of a particular personal characteristic.

Harassment is similar to bullying because someone hurts another
person through cruel, offensive, and insulting behaviours.
Harassment is different from bullying in that it relates to a personal
characteristic which is protected by law, such as:

Sex and gender identity or sexuality and sexual orientation;
Race, religion, ethnic background; and

Disability

SEXUAL HARASSMENT

Sexual harassment occurs when a student is subjected to unwelcome
and uninvited sexual conduct by another student, which could be
expected to make a student feel offended, humiliated, or intimidated.

Sexual harassment can also result when a sexually intimidating or
offensive environment is created.

Sexual harassment can be physical, verbal, written, pictorial, and can
range from mild sexual banter to actual physical violence.
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Itisimportant to remember that it is the way the victim perceives the
behaviour that is central in determining whether or not harassment
has taken place, not the intent of a particular individual.

Mutual attraction or consenting friendships do not constitute sexual
harassment.

Examples of sexual harassment include, but are not limited to:

Unwanted physical conduct, touching, brushing against another
student, hugging;

Persistent jokes or innuendos of a sexual nature;
Repeated requests to go out;

Persistent or intrusive enquiries into another student’s private
life, sexuality, or physical appearance;

Sexual propositions;

Sexually offensive phone calls, messages on email, voicemail or
in writing;

Displaying offensive screen savers, photos, calendars or objects;

Sexually explicit emails, text messages, or posts on social
networking sites (Refer to Social Media Policy and Cyber Safety
Policy)

Stalking; and

Sexual assault.

WHAT TO DO IF YOU ARE BEING BULLIED OR HARASSED,
OR IF YOU BECOME AWARE THAT SOMEONE ELSE IS
BEING SUBJECTED TO HARASSMENT.

Students or parents or members of staff should report the matter to
any member of staff with whom they feel comfortable. All staff share
the responsibility to prevent harassment of any kind.

Any member of staff who becomes aware of any form of harassment
will discuss it with the appropriate Mentor(s), Head(s) of House,

or Pastoral Care Coordinator. If the behaviour persists, either the
relevant Head of School, Assistant Head, Director of Care, and/or
Director of Boarding (or a delegate of the aforementioned) all of
whom have particular responsibility in this area will be informed.
Usually, the first offence by a student will be dealt with by the Head(s)
of House or Assistant Head.

Students and parents can be confident that all reports will be taken
seriously and treated respectfully within a reasonable timeframe.
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PROCEDURE FOLLOWING A REPORTED INCIDENCE OF
HARRASMENT OR A BEHAVIOURAL INCIDENT

Generally, the following steps will be taken if a report of
harassment is made:

All possible details of the offence(s) and behaviour are to be
gathered from the person(s) harassed, from any witnesses and
from the person(s) accused.

Depending on the significance of the incident, students who

are found to have beeninvolved in poor behaviour or causing
harassment for the first time will be required to read (again) the
Student Policy on Harassment and Behavioural Expectations with
their Mentor or Head of House who will discuss its implications for
them. The Mentor, Head of House or Assistant Head will keep on
file a brief record of this conversation.

If a second incident is reported, then the student(s) accused

will be required to sign an undertaking that they understand the
implications. This action will be witnessed by the Mentor, Head of
House or Pastoral Care Coordinator. All records of the details of
the offence(s) and the signed undertaking will be filed and details
kept on the School data base by the Mentor, Head of House,
Assistant Head or Head of School.

A third offence will involve an interview with the Head of Senior
School, Head of Middle School or Assistant Head and contact with
parents. A period of community service may be required, as well
as other consequences seen to be appropriate. Parents will be
contacted for a meeting.

Any subsequent offence will lead to an interview with the
Headmaster and possible suspension, or even termination, of the
offender’s enrolment in the School.

Should investigation show the complaint to be unfounded and
maliciously motivated, the complainant will be subject to disciplinary
action.

Accurate records of interviews with both complainants and those
accused will be kept. These will be filed in the students’ personal
files. If confidentiality from other users of the file is requested

by the person(s) harassed or involved, such records should be
sealed in an envelope marked clearly CONFIDENTIAL with the
names/ titles of those who have access clearly shown. The
School reserves the right to appoint an independent investigator
and their subsequent report will remain the property of the
School. Spacing

SEXTING

‘Sexting’ is one of a number of ‘risk-taking’ behaviours associated
with the use of digital devices, social media or the internet. Itis
accepted that young people experiment and challenge boundaries
and therefore the risks associated with ‘online’ activity can never

be completely eliminated. Ballarat Grammar adopts a pro-active
approach to help students and staffunderstand, assess, manage
and avoid the risks associated with ‘online activity’. The School
recognises its duty of care to students who find themselves involved
in such activity. We have a responsibility to report such behaviours
where legislation or Child Safe Standards are in question.

For the purposes of this policy, sexting is simply defined as:

the sending, receiving and possession of naked or semi-naked
photos or videos via electronic devices

by children under the age of 18,

or of children under the age of 18 that are of a sexual nature or
are indecent.

Ballarat Grammar strictly prohibits sexual material in electronic or
any other form and this includes but is not limited to:

sexual material contained on a mobile telephone, camera phone,
or personal digital assistant and/or

sexual material transmitted by text message, e-mail, or any
electronic communication device.

What can parents do if a child has received ‘inappropriate images’?
save the evidence where possible,

make sure your child does not reply, as a return message will
encourage the sender,

contact police or a School Mentor, Head House of, or the Director
of Care.

Procedure following a reported incidence of sexting.

Generally, the following steps will be taken if a report of sexting
is made:

All possible details of the offence(s) will be gathered from the
person(s)) who received the images or requests for images, from
any witnesses and from the person(s) accused.

Students who are found to have been involved in ‘sexting’ for
the first time will be required to read (again) the student policy
on ‘Sexting’ with their Mentor, Head of House, Pastoral Care-
Coordinator or Director of Care who will discuss its implications
with them.

The Mentor, Head of House, Pastoral Care-Coordinator or Director
of Care will keep on file a brief record of this conversation and

an appropriate consequence will be decided. Depending on the
severity of the action(s) being investigated this may progress to
a higher level of consequence and involve the Head of School or
Headmaster if required. Parents will be notified of the incident.

Should investigation show the complaint to be unfounded
and maliciously motivated, the complainant will be subject to
disciplinary action.

CAMPS

All students must follow all school rules when on camps or
school trips.

BICYCLES

Students who ride bicycles to school must leave them in the allotted
places when notin use. It is compulsory for all students who ride
bicycles to school to wear safety helmets. There is no exception to
this rule. Safety helmets MUST be worn. The bike must have adequate
lighting if itis likely to be ridden after dark.

Bikes may not be borrowed or lent to any other person without
permission and may NOT be ridden in the grounds of the School. This
applies to all levels. Students are strongly advised to lock bicycles
securely when notin use.



SOCIAL OCCASIONS

When a social event is arranged by the School, all parents will be
notified. Verbal invitations and arrangements should be ignored.
When parents are concerned or in doubt, it would be appreciated if
they would contact the School.

When parents are arranging social events which involve students,
it would be helpful if the School could be given details of the
arrangements.

SCHOOL SPORT POLICY

Ideally, all students should participate in school teams and
competition. While this is so, it is acknowledged that the ideal is not
always possible due to the limitations of facilities, staffing and the
Sports Program offered.

In view of this, students may negotiate a legitimate alternative

to school sport via their Head of House or Homeroom teacher, in
consultation with the Director of Sport. This type of arrangement
should be sought only in special circumstances, e.g. where
participation is difficult due to other school commitments, or where
students live some distance from school, making participation
difficult.

Such arrangement of alternatives to school sport will be agreed to
only in exceptional circumstances and will be subject to review and
verification of participation in the alternative activity. While such a
provision is made, it should be seen as the exception rather than the
rule. Ideally, all students should participate in school sport.

In any discussion regarding school sport, the School reserves
the right to determine what is in the best interest of the student
concerned and the other members of the School community
involved. In this consideration, “participation in school teams and
competition is given first priority”.

Sports’ Club activities are also offered to school students. These do

not involve interschool competition.

UNIFORM

Correct school uniform must be worn to and from school, and at
other times specified by the Headmaster. In public, blazers must
be worn, by both boys and girls.

All clothing must be clearly marked with nametags. All shoes need

to be named.

Parents are asked to purchase the particular brands of clothing
which are specified. Do not be persuaded into buying articles
which are not regulation. All required dress and kilt lengths must

be adhered to. You may check either with Head of House, Head of
School or an Assistant Head if you are unsure about any article of

clothing.

Make up or nail polish must not be worn during the school day or
when school uniformis worn.

Jewellery must not be worn with school uniform.

The only jewellery permitted is a wristwatch, SOS identification

on long neck chain, or, for girls with pierced ears, ONE pair of small
plain studs or sleepers worn in the ear lobe. Boys may not wear ear
jewellery. Students may have no other visible piercings.
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HAIRSTYLES

Girls” hair which is below shoulder length must be tied backin a
ponytail or plait. Extreme hairstyles or unnatural colourings are
not acceptable. If combs or clasps are worn, they should match
hair colour and not be extreme in size or style. If ribbons are worn,
they must be dark brown, royal blue, gold or cream.

Boys’ hair: Boys must follow these guidelines if their hair
overlaps the collar:

all hair should be tied back using a brown elastic, and
should be neat and tidy.

If a male student with hair overlapping the collar does not wish to tie
his hair up, they must get it cut in a tidy manner. If they are unwilling
to do either of these, they will not be able attend school until they
have made a choice for either option. Extreme hair styles or colours
are not acceptable. Boys are expected to be clean shaven at all
times.

Summer or winter uniform will be worn in first, second and fourth
terms as the weather dictates. Winter uniformis to be worn from
1June and throughout Term 3 unless otherwise notified by the
Heads of School. A blazer must be worn to Assembly and Chapel
as well as on formal occasions.

Winter uniform shirts and blouses must be tucked in and cuff
buttons done up. Top button is to be fastened and tie knot in
position. The blue summer uniform shirt for boys and girls is to be
worn with no tie and not tucked in.

Only students wearing Grammar hats (and sunscreen) will be
permitted on the main ovals during Terms 1and 4. School hats
must be worn.

Guidelines for lapel badges: The only badges which may be worn
are school badges, one Noopsi badge at a time or those marking
specific awards e.g. House badge, Outdoor Education Leader’s
badge, Duke of Edinburgh’s Award badge. When the School is
involved in a particular fundraising campaign e.g. Daffodil Day,
badges purchased to support the activity may be worn for the
period of the campaign only. Students displaying inappropriate or
an excessive number of badges will be asked to remove them.

Any visible tattoo will need to be covered at all times.
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GIRLS’ UNIFORM

Regulation brown blazer
Regulation length kilt - below the knee to mid-calf and/or
trousers
= Regulation jumper
Regulation navy blue panty hose worn with kilt only

Regulation summer dress or shorts, must be knee length or
longer at normal stance

= White perfectly plain ankle length socks (with a turn over top)
worn with summer dress

Black polished leather lace-up shoes - e.g. Clarks, ‘Marley’,
‘Decade’ or ‘Piper Jnr’ (no T-bar or other sandals, boots of any
type, or suede shoes may be worn)

Regulation cream blouse (Fairmark)

A plain white T-shirt may be worn under the blouse for
extra warmth

= Regulation tie

Accessories: scarves, gloves or mittens must be dark brown or
dark blue

Hair ribbons may be dark brown, royal blue, gold or cream

Hats: students are encouraged wear the regulation school cap or
bucket hat in the summer months. A school beanie is available for
Outdoor Education and winter sports.

= Optional spray jacket or track top and school track pants may be
worn by girls when riding a bicycle. The waterproof track top may
be worn to and from school in wet weather. The spray
jacket or track top does not replace the School blazer in any
other circumstances.

Aregulation school bag is required by all students, and is available
from the Ballarat Grammar Shop.

GIRLS’ SPORTS UNIFORM

Regulation gold polo top

Regulation navy shorts (may be worn over school bathers
in the pool)

= Regulation navy track pants
Regulation rugby jumper
Sports’ shoes (predominantly white with non-marking soles)
Regulation school bathers

= White sports’ socks

Regulation navy blue football socks will be required for members
of school football and hockey teams.

Regulation athletics singlet will be required for members of the
School Athletics team

Regulation netball dress will be required for members of all school
netball teams and will be worn with regulation boy leg briefs

= Regulation baseball style cap or bucket hat

The regulation sports’ uniform is to be worn to all Physical
Education and swimming lessons, to athletics and to Sports’
Club activities.

A regulation sports bag is compulsory and available in two sizes.
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BOYS’ UNIFORM

Regulation brown blazer
Regulation jumper

Black polished leather lace-up shoes e.g. Clarks, ‘Decade’,
‘Daytona’ or ‘24se7en’ (no boots, suede leather, sports shoes or
platform soles or built-up heels permitted).

Grey trousers (long in Senior School)
Dark grey socks with trousers only
Grey walk shorts in summer worn with long regulation walk socks

Cream Fairmark shirt, collar attached style, long or short
sleeves. Or short sleeved blue untucked (no tie) shirtin
summer months only.

School tie
Ablack belt only, may be worn

A plain white T-shirt may be worn under the shirt for extra
warmth.

Hat: students are encouraged to wear the regulation baseball
style cap or school bucket hat in the summer months. A school
beanie is available for OE and winter sports.

The only jewellery permitted is a wristwatch, and if required, an
S0S-Talisman disk.

Aregulation school bag is required by all students, and is available
from the Ballarat Grammar Shop.

BOYS’ SPORTS UNIFORM

Regulation gold polo top

Regulation navy shorts (may be worn over school
bathers in the pool)

Regulation navy track pants
Regulation track jacket
Regulation rugby jumper
White socks (cotton, absorbent soles preferred)
Regulation football socks
Regulation school bathers or jammers
Sneakers, trainers or runners
= Regulation football jumper (for winter sport)

Regulation athletics singlet will be required for members of the
School Athletics team and other team uniform as required

The regulation sports uniform is to be worn to all Physical
Education and swimming lessons, to athletics and sports.

Optional spray jacket may be worn when riding a bicycle, to
and from school. Full uniform must be worn at school. The
spray jacket does not replace the School blazer in any other
circumstances.

Aregulation sports bag is compulsory and available in two sizes.
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OTHER

INFORMATION

ORIENTATION FOR NEW STUDENTS

In late November or early December, all new Year 7 students are invited
to the School for aninteractive day of fun and information. An
orientation pack containing Booklists, Handbooks, etc. will be made
available via NEXUS.

Year 7 families are invited to an information evening and other
parents are also welcomed through an afternoon tea. There are a
number of opportunities to meet with staff and current parents.

Further information is available from the Admissions Office on
5338 0830.

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

Ballarat Grammar recognises that up-to-date technology

provides all members of our community with powerful tools

for creativity, conducting research, completing assignments,
performing specialised tasks and creating excellent communication
opportunities. Ballarat Grammar strives to be a leader in the use of
technology in education on a national and international level.

At Grammar we have an enterprise level network with broad wireless
coverage across all areas of the School. This robust and fast network
allows all students in Middle and Senior School to gain access to vital
tools through the use of a school-allocated laptop or tablet. This
device is used to broaden and enrich the learning landscape across all
subject areas. More detail on the specifics of arrangements, devices
and costs may be obtained from the Admissions office or ICT.

While all students in the Middle and Senior School have their own
allocated device, the School also maintains a fleet of contemporary
desktop computers for use in specialist areas, such as Art, Visual
Communications and Science. The School’s various computer access

options are used to teach students how to use technology to their
advantage as well as to allow other subjects and individual student’s
access to contemporary technology. The School maintains a fast
Internet connection to allow students to access the most up-to-date
web technologies. There are some restrictions in place and students
(and parents) are expected to comply with our Acceptable Use Policy.

Staff have laptops which are used extensively to support student
learning, in particular through connection to our fleet of multimedia
projectors.

While the use of technology is integrated through the Middle and
Senior Schools in Years 7 and 8 Digital Technology is taught as a core
subject and then becomes an elective from Year 9.

Recently the School has been developing programs in Cyber-safety
and Digital Citizenship which are embedded into its curriculum and
pastoral activities at all year levels. This program also addresses
the potentially isolating effect of computers for some people and
focuses on strategies on how technology can be used to strengthen
communication between student groups. The School is aware of the
potential that computing has to diversify learning and to maximise
opportunities and cater for students with various abilities with
stimuli to increase the quality of their education. Research in these
matters has been undertaken by Grammar over recent years and is
continuing.

Further information may be obtained from ICT by email
helpdesk@bgs.vic.edu.au or phone: 03 5338 0945.



NEXUS

NEXUS is an online learning management and communications tool
which is used by staff and students to facilitate the learning across
all subject areas, as well as to aid in communications between the
School and parents.

It operates both online in an internet browser and on mobile devices
as an Application (App), both of which look quite different, but contain
all the same information.
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App version of Nexus
Nexus is used for:

= Communication between school, students and parents about
student learning and homework

= Important Notices relevant to your child (eg. what to bring today,
excursions etc)

= General News (general school news, including messages from the
Heads of School and Newsletters)

Sports, Music, Calendar Events and Community News
= Junior, Middle and Senior School Class Pages

= Handy Forms (eg: camp forms) and School Policies

Online version of Nexus
L B R g

Good Alemooo
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= Online version of Nexus
= Details on the Uniform Shop and Canteen
= Making contact with the School

NEXUS can be accessed in two ways - online at https://nexus.bgs.
vic.edu.au or by downloading the app for your Smartphone. Search for
Ballarat Grammar on the Apple App Store and Google Play Store

To login to Nexus, use your School ID Number as your username and
your Ballarat Grammar password that you would have been provided
when your first child started at the school. If you don’t know your
school ID Number please email nexus@bgs.vic.edu.au and we will
forward you this information.

Parents are automatically registered to receive notifications for the
whole school, relevant campus and relevant Year Level News items. To
receive notifications regarding other sections in the School (sports
teams) just click on the Join Groups link in the side menu once you
have logged in. From here select the Groups you wish to be notified
information about that apply to your student (Year 7 Basketball,
Senior Boys’ Rowing) and click on Join Selected Groups. To remove
yourself from any groups, untick the Groups you no longer wish to

be part of and again click Join Selected Groups. This will remove you
from these optional groups.

To access documents for parents, log in to Nexus online. All
documentation relevant for parents at a whole school level can be
found on the Documents for Parents page which can be found by
clicking on this tile on your main dashboard.

If you need any support, please send your questions issues or
feedback through to nexus@bgs.vic.edu.au and the NEXUS team will
respond as soon as they can.

AEFN Middle

b ‘;___F' School

connected?
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FINANCIAL DETAILS

SCHOOL FEES

School fees are set by the Board of Directors each year, and
present and new parents are informed in writing of the scale and
fees by late November.

These are available on the Business Notice for the relevant year.

TUITION FEES

A reduction in Tuition Fees will be applied where two or more children
of the one family attend the School concurrently to a maximum of
45% as follows: First student Nil, second student 15%, third child 30%
and fourth and subsequent students, 45%.

OPTIONAL EXTRAS
The School is an agent for extra activities and coaching. The fees will
be in accord with the charge received.

ART/CRAFT

Due to the volume of consumable items used by students
undertaking art/craft subjects, a minimum charge per term will be
made.

ADMISSION FEE

The Admission Fee ($150.00) is payable on application and is non-
refundable. This fee applies for CEEd, Junior, Middle and Senior School
applications.

ACCOUNTS

School accounts are forwarded to parents approximately 20 days
prior to the commencement of the term. It is the policy of the
School that payment of all fees is required prior to the
commencement of term.

NOTICE OF REMOVAL OF STUDENT

A term’s notice must be given to the Headmaster in writing prior to
the removal of a student, otherwise a term’s fees will be charged.

FEES PAYMENT PROTECTION

The Grammar Foundation operates a Fees Trust, which provides for
payment of school fees on the death or permanent disablement of
the fee-paying parent.

The protection also provides for fee refunds where a student is
absent from school for more than two consecutive weeks because of
illness or accident.

Full details are available in a separate proposal form. This cover is
charged at a flat rate of 2.5% of total fees and is highly recommended.
For further information concerning the Fees Insurance Trust, please
liaise with the Business Manager.

EDUCATION MAINTENANCE ALLOWANCE SCHEME

Parents who are eligible for this allowance must contact the
Administration Office for the appropriate form. Eligibility for
Education Maintenance Allowance is dependent on the parent holding
a current Commonwealth Health Card. Completed forms must be
received by the Business Manager prior to the first week of Term 1
and the first day of Term 3. Applications need to be made in each year
that a parentis eligible.

ALLOWANCE FOR CONVEYANCE

Ministry of Education application forms may be obtained from the
Administration Office. An Allowance for Conveyance form needs to be
completed each year.

AUSTUDY AND ALLOWANCE FOR ISOLATED CHILDREN

The Commonwealth Department of Employment Education and
Training (DEET) provides financial assistance to parents to encourage
young Australians to complete their secondary education or who,
because of geographical isolation, must live away from home.
Information on benefits and entitlement may be obtained from

your local Commonwealth Government Service office or DEET office.
Entries are to be found in the Commonwealth Government section of
your capital city telephone directory.



BALLARAT AND QUEEN’S ANGLICAN GRAMMAR SCHOOL
201 Forest Street, Wendouree Victoria 3355 Australia
P +61(0)35338 0700 F+61(0)35338 0991 E bgs@bgs.vic.edu.au

WWW.BGS.VIC.EDU.AU

‘j* BALLARAT AND QUEEN’S RouND
ANGLICAN GRAMMAR SCHOOL




